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CHAPTER II: CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY, THE IDEOSPHERE, AND HENNA 

Cultural Geography and the Body
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1854. “Ethnographical Map of the World Showing the Distribution and Varieties of the Human Race”

Geographers apply themselves to understanding physical and human geography: the space of physical systems of this planet, the life replicating upon it, and the sentient life that interacts with, alters, cognizes and organizes the space, and constructs its place within that space.  The sub-specialists of human geography, cultural geographers, take a particular interest in people’s mutually understood and expected behaviors within, beliefs about, and relationships to the landscape: the performances of culture and place.
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1854. Inset: “Ethnographical Map of the World Showing the Distribution and Varieties of the Human Race” showing styled bodies and markings connecting people to place.

When cultural and human geographers write space, they write bodies into that space. The body as object is written through understandings of how people script their own bodies and how people inscribe place onto their bodies. 
 People script their bodies as a means of cultural transmission, communication, and collective memory.
  People use dress, ornamentation, body modification, and grooming to signify membership in a group, readiness to participate in a group and to hold a hierarchical position within a group.
  People script their bodies with the assumption that other people can read and correctly interpret these scripts.
  People who script their bodies in a way differing from normative behavior may be regarded as out of place; exotic, queer, or dangerous.
  The unscripted or inappropriately scripted body, the exotic, queer, or ‘dangerous other’ body may be suppressed, rejected, marginalized, disciplined, or removed from dominant bodies.
 

[image: image4.jpg]cotonies rrancaises LE TCHAD

Ouanyange feb
Fayeo

Ain-Golokko




French postcard of African Colonial territories, author’s collection.
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Morgan Street and 33rd Chicago Latin King tattoo: place inscribed on body and body inscribed into place.

Geographies once included scripted bodies illustrated in place with the same attention to detail as the climate, rivers, boundaries, wildlife, and place names written into space. 
 Carl Ritter, Ellen Churchill Semple, and Ellsworth Huntington wrote bodies into place through environmental determinism. Their theories were later shunned in formal academic geographic writing as lacking scientific basis and regarded as politically unacceptable because of their use as justification for bigotry and colonialist propaganda.  Environmental determinism’s legacy of racism remains a source of discomfort to many contemporary geographers, creating a reticence to discuss the human body and body projects, or ‘technologies of the body,’
 though there has been some reemergence in geography of ‘body as object’ into post-essentialist critical cultural theories, by way of haptic geographies,
 queer geography,
 and women’s geography.
 People do script their bodies as part of placing themselves, and people do read the scripts.  The body, constructed and imagined into place, is an important aspect of culture and increasingly has a place in human geography. 

The critical post-structuralist approaches of Focault,
 Butler,
 and Soja
 transformed geography’s ability to discuss the body and social inequalities, differences, ‘other’ without resorting to stereotypes and polarizing binaries.  The body as a discursive subject has been increasingly explored in geographic journals of critical and radical thought since the turn of the 21st century. “Gender, place and culture: a journal of feminist geography,” features articles on clothing as a negotiation of body in place.
 
 If the discussion of body draping is engaged, one might expect body markings to return to geographic studies after its long exile. 

Occasionally, geographic articles mention incidentally that people use body markings to script and ‘difference’ a body in place. Beasley’s article on Indonesian street children mentions that they tattoo as an expression of place and membership in their group,
 and Sui used a celebrity’s geographic tattoo as an example to demonstrate a point about the potential for popular culture and web technologies to integrate with geography.
  The subject of body marking is still mostly limited to the fields of medical, sociological,
 anthropological,
 or criminal studies.
  

In these fields, body differences such as height, gender, ability, and age are usually approached as morally neutral, but the discussion of body marking remains framed as ‘outlaw,’ positioned against the normal, legitimate and dominant, as carrying disease, self-destructive, and predictive of diminished future well being.
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Print from “Meyers Konversations-Lexikon, 6, Aufl”, 1878, placing body markings within the purview of world culture and geography, an edition in the series of “das Grosse Conversations-Lexikon für die gebildeten Stände”, the "Great encyclopaedia for the educated classes" 

The omission of body markings from discourse may be a reflection of the age of the committees who write and review academic papers:  the Pew Research Center found that 36% of Americans age eighteen through twenty-five have tattoos, and 40% of Americans age twenty-six through forty have tattoos,
 as opposed to the ‘over forties,’ of whom only 21% have tattoos. In the next three decades, we might expect that a larger percentage of geographers writing academic papers will have body markings or will be familiar enough with their friends’ markings to take a less dismissive view of them.  If they regard their own and their colleagues’ body modification choices as individualizing and normative, they may engage the subject of body marking as a way of scripting the body into place, rather than as a moral deficiency and lapse into self-destructive behavior.
  
As commonplace as body marking is (and always has been), as important as body scripts are in positioning a body in place, 
 and as varied as these scripts are in traditional and global culture, it could be useful to find a way of discussing tattooing that is not perjorative; a way that approaches body modifications as a form of identity politics and construction of identity. Pitt’s post-essentialist perspective on body modification directs body-scripting discussion towards a universal use of body surfaces as a canvas and a signifier of agency and engagement influenced by social context.
  With this approach, body as object is, and body markings could be, again a subject for cultural geographic studies.  Post-essentialist, qualitative, and critical approaches in cultural geography will be an important tool for discussions of body markings in this work. However, the shadowy indeterminacies of post-modernism
 are insufficient to approach the public health problem caused by rapid globalization of henna and the substitution of para-phenylenediamine for henna.   
Cultural Geography, Memes and the Ideosphere
Michel Foucault developed post-structural critical theoretical work on thought, proposing exploration of heterotopias and Edward Soja developed postmodern geographic approaches in the later decades of the twentieth century, proposing the exploration of Thirdspaces to address the shortcomings of quantitative, structural, and Marxist approaches to space and place.
   Their work, and the work of other writers such as Babha and Oldenberg, addressed the limitations of quantitative and structural thought, becoming integrated into cultural geography as critical, post structural, qualitative discourse analysis rooted in sociology, philosophy, and linguistics.   In other disciplines, an alternate way of considering culture emerged during the same decades that post-structuralism and post-modernism developed:  the theory that there is such a thing as a meme, that a meme is a unit of cultural thought, and that memes replicate by imitation from one mind to another. 

The concept of a unit of cultural thought, a meme, grew within the disciplines of evolutionary biology, brain science, epidemiology and mathematics.  Richard Dawkins, an ethologist, proposed the term ‘meme’ as a way of discussing cultural units that are cognitive parallels to physical genetic units. 
   A meme may be useful tool in cultural geography to identify belief and habit transfer without qualitative analysis, semiotics, value judgments, or fragmentation of intellectual position.  A meme is not morally, politically, or functionally, either positive or negative.  A meme is not, by itself, beneficial or harmful. A meme simply IS, and replicates, or fails to replicate, into other hosts. A meme has information content.
  Meme organisms may have variable attributes, and these attributes affect memetic competition and cooperate in replication; some meme organisms will robustly replicate within a network environment (social group), some will fail to replicate, and some meme organisms become more effective replicators when they evolve within the network environment.  In addition, the network environment co-evolves with the meme organisms; a belief replicates or fails within a social group, and social groups have a set of beliefs (culture) in which the group is socially invested and regard as their truths.
 
Douglas Hofstadter
 and Aaron Lynch extended memetic theory, independently terming the ‘ideosphere,’ a dynamic and evolving network of memes of hosted by human minds, spread by imitation and communication, as geographically locatable as the geosphere, the hydrosphere, the biosphere, and the atmosphere. The geosphere, hydrosphere, and biosphere have physical and chemical processes.  The biosphere and ideosphere are inhabited by replicators that replicate (or not) in a dynamic relationship with the physical processes of the other spheres.  Lynch developed theoretical and mathematical models for the ideosphere, contributing articles on these concepts to the online “Journal of Ideas” in the early 1990’s.  In 1998, after long editing, Lynch published his theory of a dynamic ideosphere in “Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads Through Society,”
 supporting it in the same year with epidemiological mathematics in "Units, Events and Dynamics in Memetic Evolution."

Between 1992 and 2001, scientists from psychology, neurology, cognitive science, and mathematics extended the theory of the meme as a unit of cultural thought replicating from mind to mind and attempted to set memetics within scientific standards of method and discourse. Daniel Dennett wrote “Consciousness Explained” 
 through his perspective as a cognitive scientist. Susan Blackmore wrote “The Meme Machine” 
 through her perspective of a psychologist, Aaron Lynch wrote “Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads through Society,”
 through his perspective as a theoretical mathematician. Richard Brodie wrote “Viruses of the Mind,”
 through his experiences as mathematician and computer programmer.  Other memetic theorists contributed to “Darwinizing Culture: The Status of Memetics as a Science” edited by Robert Aunger.”
   
In the early decades of memetic theory, there was an academic reluctance to accept memetics and occasions of outright rejection as a ‘meaningless metaphor’ and dangerous pseudoscientific dogma.
 
 For some skeptics, memetics is hindered by the difficulty of quantitatively defining and verifying the existence such of a thing as a ‘meme’ and because of the enthusiasm for memetics in popular media and fiction.  In the first decade of the twenty-first century, memetics was gradually incorporated into the vocabulary and discourse of cultural anthropology,
 psychology and animal behavior,
 folklore and cultural reproduction,
 and cultural geography.
  By 2010, Eades and Lucas stated, “memes are both real and useful, with explanatory power across a range of disciplines, is far from controversial. Blackmore 
 provides an account of memes that defends their power of explanation, usefulness, reality and robustness when applied to cultural transmission, an inherently vertical as well as horizontal and oblique process.”
  McNamara demonstrated that it is possible to identify memes and memetic transmission by functional magnetic resonance imaging.
 The fact that a meme may not be a physical, finite object does not hinder the meme as a useful concept and tool of analysis in literature, culture, behavior, and the arts. This is an extension of Foucault’s claim in “Archaeology of Knowledge” that ideas do have emergence, discursive fields, replication, and dispersion.
  With the advance of the World Wide Web and social media, cultural memes have become trackable through time and place, as shown in Coscia,
 Shifman’s,
 and Zook’s
 works; various methodologies of Web Memetics have the potential to further cultural geographic studies.   

To these theorists, the meme is a unit of culture hosted by a human (or animal) mind replicated by imitation from one mind to another, evolving, mutating, and competing across spaces of the ideosphere.
  A meme may have different scopes and complexities; there is not a rigorous definition of a finite unit, other than its original definition, “A meme is ‘that which is imitated,’ or that information which is copied from one person to another, and that which is imitated may be simple and finite or complex.”
  A meme has a spatial presence when it is hosted by a mind because the person supporting that mind occupies a point in physical space.  
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The Stamen Design produced for LogMeIn shows the live activity flowing through the access enabled by LogMeIn, who provide the ability for one computer to log into another, anywhere on the globe. The live visualization shows activity through their network in real time.

The World Wide Web is a vast meme repository and distributor because people post their memes (texts, audio, and images) online where they can be transmitted and replicated on a global scale.  The expressions of memes as ideas, utterances, images, and other vehicles of culture can be spatially located through new digital technologies:  people email, blog, tweet, text, upload, share, and post their memes as electronic data that can be searched, retrieved, and analyzed.  The electronic evidence of these retrieved memes can then be mapped to show units of culture as they move, replicate, are contested, evolve, or are abandoned in the flows and places of cyberspace.
,
 
Memetic analysis is part of information science and is becoming a valuable tool for cultural geography.  This work will use memetic analysis through digital media using the black henna meme as its vehicle, following its physical, economic, medical, and cultural geographies as it replicated, evolved, and located through digital media between 1996 and 2014. 
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Trendsmap.com October 29, 2012: Trendsmap.com is a real-time mapping of Twitter trends across the world as a Tag cloud.

Locating Memes in the Online Ideosphere
Within a generation, a significant proportion of the world’s population may be online, geolocated at every moment, and the data of their movements, biological activity, and thoughts can be logged, collected, and analyzed in real time. To the extent that people post their comments online in Web 2.0 applications, blogs, wikis, video sharing sites, hosted services, web applications, their thoughts are now trackable in time and space.  Static websites are more searchable, but the moment and place of composition is less quickly determinable.  
The harvesting and mapping of culture/memes online, footprints of human thought and culture, is a powerful new research tool for cultural geography. 
Stamen Design is a commercial design and technology studio in San Francisco that produces cartography and graphic information.  Many of its projects involve visualization of memes from online, crowd sourced, and public sources of information.  It maps memes moving in time and space. 
  Stamen Design harvests an ephemeral but recoverable resource: people text, post, blog, and share their thoughts, moods, and activities to all the people in their networks; their friends are notified, and may respond, within moments.  These networks ripple, reproducing memes through their echo chambers. The memes have velocity and geographic spread that has never been possible before. This information is a valuable resource for business and government.   Stamen Design produces animated maps that track the electric traces of memes for MTV, Digg, Twitter, MSNBC, the London Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games, and MoveOn.org.  The methodology of mapping thoughts is not dissimilar to mapping other things that move and change over time: Stamen constructed real-time hurricane tracking videos for The Weather Channel,
 moment-by-moment trading on the NASDAQ, 
 and crowd-sourced crime reports in the Mission District in San Francisco.
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Stamen Design animated map of viral replication through shares of “Marvin the Martian” meme posted on George Takei’s Facebook page. The video map https://vimeo.com/50730773 displays the proliferation of this meme from July to September in 2012.  

Caida, The Cooperative Association for Internet Data Analysis, produces Cuttlefish software programs capable of mapping Internet activity. 
 The animated map of the Witty Internet Worm shows activity of the worm as it rendered infected worldwide hosts inactive within twelve hours. Online memes, be they code or thoughts, travel quickly, and can be mapped.
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CAIDA animated map: “Cuttlefish Example: Witty Worm Infected Hosts”

Memes can gain credibility through replication within these networks, whether or not there is any truth to them.  Memes are already tracked through tweets and posts, and information diffusion through social networks is a subject of serious study by academics at Stanford University,
 Indiana University,
 the Institute of Human Science, Lyon, France,
 and others. For instance, with social network data retrieval, it is possible to define the epidemiology of the ‘Climate Change Denial’ meme organism, how it is evolving, how it is competing and cooperating with other memes, and what effects it has on geography, political lobbying, science education, and industrial investment.
 Chronological network tracking shows how this meme is being disseminated, replicating, and evolving. The ‘Climate Change Denial’ meme has a mappable social network history, with initiating points from individuals, corporations with vested interests, spiritual leaders, chain emails, blogs and websites,  and viral spread through interactive and broadcast media.
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Stamen map of real-time crowd-sourced reports of crime activity in the Mission District of San Francisco

Global connection does not imply that people are thinking more globally. The reverse may often be the case, as the network environments of social media seem to facilitate fragmentation and boundaries rather than connection.
 
 
 For the first time, cultural units, memes, can be counted and placed as they replicate, evolve, cooperate, compete, and become extinct; the chronology, momentum, and fidelity of replication, evolution, and force of ideas can be mapped.
[image: image12.jpg]Shading represents more references to one search term than
to all others. e.g. a green circle indicates more references to
Allah than to Buddha, Hindu or Jesus.

Data collected in June 2009. Floatingsheep.org

More Allah  More Buddha More Hindu

More Jesus





Religion mapped by geotagged queries. 

When cultural geographers take advantage of the potential to model human culture in real time, they must engage memes, the unequal relationships of data, information, knowledge, and practice, and develop skills to use the Web as a medium of research.  Matthew Zook and FloatingSheep.org
 have invented methods of mapping geotagged queries through Google to construct maps from keywords in cyberspace, 
 with a critical approach to the unequal spaces, and have demonstrated that these maps are congruent with maps using older, physical methods of data construction.
  
As of November 2012, Oxford Internet Institute is hiring a researcher to work with Dr. Mark Graham on a project to study and map the geographies of user-generated content and participation on the Internet to gather and analyze Internet-related data and develop analysis and visualization techniques.
 Though keywords are not always memes, memes can certainly be keywords. Mapping the memetic distribution among host memeplexes within the ideosphere can be used to construct a map of ideas, parallel to a more traditional map of material constructions of cultural geography. 
The initiation and viral spread of memes, cultural units such as conspiracy theories and urban legends, has been used in research method in psychology,
 sociology,
 politics,
 media, and geography.  This paper will track the meme ‘black henna’ from its earliest mentions on the World Wide Web and other media to its effect as a declared sensitization epidemic in 2011, and initial governmental and legal responses in 2012. 
Locating the’ Black Henna’ Meme in the Online Ideosphere
This work will focus on black henna’s memetic propagation online rather than a more traditional approach of the medical geography or economic geography of ‘black henna.’  The medical geography of black henna will be addressed in this paper, but little new knowledge would be produced by a dissertation simply summarizing previously done work.  The economic geographies of black henna will be addressed in this dissertation, but they are also fairly well understood within seasonal informal economies, and that would again produce a secondary research paper.  This paper will focus on how the meme ‘henna’ was conflated in the media with other traditional cultural body art practices, rendered to fit data transmission, received as information, and how that information was reassembled into the knowledge and practice of the unusually virulent black henna meme organism.  
Understanding the information sequence of constructing and transmitting data through the Internet, receiving data and constructing information from the data sets, transforming information into received knowledge, and constructing practice from knowledge will be crucial to cultural geography as it engages in Web memetics in the future.  Because there will be a vast resource of real-time geolocated human cultural knowledge available online, interpreting this knowledge requires understanding how knowledge is constructed and propagated, particularly through digitally replicated memes.

The methodology in this paper will employ Michele Coscia’s observations of meme organisms in network environments,
 Limor Schiffman’s Memetic Web Analytics, 
 
 John Paull’s meme mapping, 
 Derek Gatherer’s charts and maps of geographic memetic distribution, 
 and Aharon Kellerman’s theory of information sequence: practice to knowledge, knowledge to information, information to data, data to transmission, data reception to information, information to knowledge, and knowledge to practice.
   The subject of web analytics for this work will be the ‘black henna’ meme. 
Cultural Geography, Memeplexes and ‘Black Henna’
A meme is a cultural unit, but it does not exist or replicate without context. In Foucauldian thought, a discursive field is the context of an idea or unit of culture, an interrelationship between language, social institutions, and subjectivity. Similarly, the memeplex is the contextual web of ideas within which a meme organism may replicate and evolve as a cultural unit in a culturally complex system, a social network or network environment. Memeplexes are shaped by environment, pre-existing beliefs, and experiences, as are discursive fields.  Memeplexes have limiting factors that create cultural geographic borders, such as language, material culture, class and gender, as do discursive fields. A meme organism will replicate and proliferate into an accommodating memeplex, as an idea will erupt from a discursive field.  If there is no accommodating memeplex, such as a language with terms to understand the meme, habits that enable performance of the meme, materials to produce the meme, as well as gender and class, if such are necessary to the meme, the meme organism will either fail to reproduce or will evolve into a form that will more easily replicate through the network environment.  
I provide here examples of meme organisms replicating or failing to replicate within social network environments: pigs are edible, dogs are edible, and alcohol and Coca-Cola are drinkable.  In Jewish and Islamic areas, the meme organism of ‘bacon and pork chops are delicious’ is not part of the religious dietary law memeplex, and is generally rejected by the local network environment. This meme may have very limited replication (other than as an act of resistance) because it is forbidden.  In the most of the USA, the meme organism of ‘dog meat is delicious’ rarely replicates, because it is antithetical to the network environment’s memeplex of ‘dogs are our friends and companions.’  In Islamic, Baptist, and Mormon cultural arenas, the meme of ‘alcohol consumption is enjoyable” has limited replication, other than as inversion and rebellion.  The meme ‘Drink Coca-Cola’ has been replicated virtually worldwide, with 1.8 billion servings of the drink consumed every day.  The only economic boundaries of the Coca Cola meme at present are North Korea and Cuba.
 The meme ‘Drink Coca-Cola’ cannot easily be replicated or performed where Coca-Cola cannot be purchased. The proliferation and limits of pig, dog, alcohol and Coca-Cola consumption memes are not based on their relative nutrition. The fecundity, variation, or failure of memes is not necessarily tied to benefit or detriment to the host. Aunger demonstrated that food memes have a viral transmission that follows social pathways, and access to a meme organism does not imply an acceptance (or replication) of a meme organism.
 

Ideas, memes, replicate into minds as viruses replicate into hosts. Memetics is the epidemiology of ideas, and the mathematics of viruses of the mind is very similar to the mathematics of viruses in hosts.
  Some minds are resistant to certain ideas, and receptive to others. Some hosts are resistant to some viruses, and vulnerable or receptive to others.  A meme will not replicate into every available mind; it will replicate into vulnerable or receptive minds.  Globalization opens the pathways and flows of meme organisms into new places, where they replicate and evolve rapidly as do viral and bacterial contagions in new host populations. 
The Memes of Body Modification and Globalization in the late Twentieth Century
The Modern Primitive aesthetic preceded and invigorated the successful proliferation of the black henna meme by popularizing bold, black tattoos.  The popular book, Modern Primitives: Tattoo, Piercing, Scarification - An Investigation of Contemporary Adornment & Ritual
 seized people’s imagination with photographs and ceremonies at the intersection of tattooing, piercing, ritual, anthropology, sado-masochism, and genitals.  The practitioners displayed a disdain for western consumerism while consuming and producing merchandise, enthusiastically replicating the rapidly evolving physical and graphic manifestations of the Modern Primitive meme organisms. 
  
“(Modern Primitivism) combines participation in a bewilderingly disparate set of tribal body practices with an ill-defined and woolly conception of spirituality. From the piercings of the Masai to the ecstatic dances of Indian sadhus, from Maori tattoos to Native American flesh-hanging rituals and from the penile implants of Japanese Yakuza gangs to the stretched necks of the Padung women of Thailand, any form of body modification or bodily orientated ritual with an appropriately ‘tribal’ lineage is deemed appropriate for appropriation and redeployment in the pursuit of self-discovery. 
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During the 1990's rock stars such as Red Hot Chili Peppers acquired black tribal style tattoos as a signifier of rebellion, disdain for ordinary employment, and the youthful search for identity and meaning.

Practitioners, enthusiasts, and artists such as Hanky Panky,
 Leo Zulueta, 
 Ed Hardy,
 and Chris Ranier
 were popular producers and dispersers of the Modern Primitive aesthetic and its variant meme organisms. Popular American and English rock stars, and other young people in the industrialized world acquired heavy tattoo work as a signifier of rebellion against maintaining a normalized body for the sake of future employment.
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Leo Zulueta, influential tattoo artist in the Modern Primitive style.

The adolescent penchant for rebellion evolved rapidly. As each shocking body adornment became a popular consumer item and lost its ability to shock, it was replaced by more shocking adornment. Early online newsgroups, such as rec.arts.bodyart
 propelled the propagation and escalation of body art memes.  
Adolescents who wanted to imitate rock stars’
 markings of rebelliousness were often deterred by the pain, expense, time, or sacrifice of future social acceptability (or at least vocational acceptability and parental disapproval). If a temporary body marking could be made to imitate a large tribal style tattoo, it would satisfy the urge to imitate popular modern primitive black tattoo memes. The temporary tattoo meme satisfied both the desire to live the rebelliousness of having a tattoo, taunting school and other authorities, while avoiding the consequences of a tattoo.
 

 Henna was perceived to be natural (harmless) and temporary (without lasting negative consequences).  Henna cannot reproduce the look of a black tribal style needle tattoo, but westerners were largely unaware of that. The first people who applied ‘black henna’ may not have been hairdressers, but they were aware that a paste of high PPD content hair dye, such as Bigen, can temporarily stain skin black.  Black, highly concentrated hair dye was inexpensive, and it was widely available.  Black henna meme organisms replicated easily into the network environments of western tourists, particularly adolescents, who had seen bold, black tattoos, coveted of them, but dared not go back to their parents, school, or work with a real tribal tattoo. The black henna meme would not have replicated without this material means of imitation.
  The techniques for darkening henna do not produce black on torso skin as desired by those who wished to imitate needle tattoos.
 Optimism about the outcome increased the prevalence of ‘black henna’ because of the invisibility of risk. Even when people were aware that there might be injuries, they continued the practice.
 
 Sharot, Korn, and Dolan found that optimistic people’s minds diminish the estimation of their personal level of risk, shown through tests of people estimating their own likelihood of getting divorced or developing cancer.
  "It suggests the brain is picking and choosing which evidence to listen to. And despite how sophisticated these neural networks are, it is illuminating to see how the brain sometimes comes up with wrong and overly optimistic answers despite the evidence."
 The effect of optimism, or “bad things won’t happen to me,” affects memetic replication of black henna, in that if a person does not see immediate negative consequences, that person will be inclined to sell or purchase black henna, and deny the incidence of allergic reaction.
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The henna you are looking at is black henna, which is not as scary as google makes it sound. This is natural henna with a dye mixed in it that makes it black, and it’s awesome. It stays on longer, which is SWEET.” 

This meme of ‘black henna’ is desirable and without risk, was often narrated on message boards by artists and vendors;
 
 denial of potential for injury was common.
 
  Vendors and artists did not see consequences because of the delayed reaction and the fact that reactions occur in some, but not all, of the clients,
 and they saw profits accumulate.  Their resistance to the meme, “’injuries result from application of PPD to skin” was parallel to the resistance to, “exposure to HIV in unprotected sex may result in AIDS.” Their rejection of the idea that there might be harm and their continuation of mixing PPD into henna facilitated the growing number of injuries.  The rejection of the idea that there might be harm from HIV facilitated the continuation of unprotected sexual behavior, and the rise in cases of HIV.
 A meme of optimistic belief, such as “I believe my ‘black henna’ is safe, profitable and beautiful,” is parallel to “My partner appears healthy,” facilitates the replication of memes that support that belief. These beliefs included politeness memes such as, “It’s rude to ask what a henna artist has mixed into the paste,” and “It’s rude to insist on using a condom.”  These supporting memes facilitated the further spread of both memes and physical consequences of memes, or the spread of viruses and the physical consequences of viruses. 
The most robust method of memetic replication is the direct imitation of another person.
  In terms of cultural evolution, it is generally advantageous to observe and imitate the group rather than puzzling out every decision one at a time.  If person waits and carefully considers whether to run (when the others may be running from danger) or cautiously examines the usefulness of eating something that might be food (which the others are quickly consuming), that person’s chances of survival are less than the person who simply mimics the behavior of the group without thinking too much about it.  When a person sees a long line of people waiting to get black henna on a boardwalk, beach, or party, very basic memetic behavior of “I should do what someone else is doing” arises. The supporting justifications for seeing many people doing something are, “If many people are doing this, it must be desirable.  If many people are doing this, it must be harmless.”
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Three-year-old boy with black henna tattoo received on vacation in Spain

Many news articles on ‘black henna’ injuries repeat the same narrative, “The tattoo was done by a guy who works at the hotel. Because everyone else was having them done, we thought, ‘Go on then, it’s harmless fun.’”
 
 People choose to accept or reject ideas about body adornment through memetic social pathways, sometimes imitating a favorite pop star, a friend, or simply standing in line to purchase an apparently desirable item.  “What is essential here is that what goes viral isn’t what is most accurate but rather the sort of information individuals want to be a part of — that demonstrates we are in the know and offers us the best opportunities to add our own two cents along the way in comments and likes.”
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Figure X: “There was a long line of people waiting to get them so I thought it must be a good place,” she said.

Henna

Henna, lawsonia inermis, is a small tree that grows in semi-arid tropical zones across North Africa, the Arabian Peninsula, the Levant, and South Asia.  Henna is not indigenous to the western hemisphere.  Henna does not survive freezing temperatures and is prone to plant diseases in wet tropical regions.  Henna will tolerate extended droughts and very high summer temperatures. Henna’s lawsone content is positively correlated with an environment of higher temperatures and lower precipitation. 
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Henna, Lawsonia Inermis

Henna is incorporated into the cultures of all the areas where it grows or where it can be easily transported.  Muslims, Sikhs, Coptic Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians, and Hindus all apply henna body art for festive occasions, though the extent and specific customs of the art varies locally.  Bridal henna is the most consistent body art practice across the groups.  There was no traditional henna culture in Europe north of the growing zone, nor was there an indigenous henna culture in the Americas, other than diasporic henna culture among colonies of workers transported from India through the British sugar industry.  
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Areas where henna is a native plant species.

Henna leaves are harvested, dried, powdered, and sifted for use as hair dye and skin art. Henna leaves have a dye molecule, lawsone, a red-orange molecule, 2-hydroxy-1,4-naphthoquinone. Lawsone normally occurs in henna leaves at 0.5% to 1.4% dry weight,
 though some henna powders have up to 3.4% lawsone.
  Lawsone will readily penetrate and bind with keratin without the aid of heat and mordents, which makes henna suitable for dyeing skin, hair, and fingernails.  
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Lawsone molecule
Henna body art practices are reproduced through family events, particularly weddings.  Henna memes replicated generation after generation, vertically, in place, part of regular, socially rich celebrations. Girls observed and imitated older women applying henna within their families.
,

Henna artists mix powdered henna leaves with a mildly acidic liquid, such as lemon juice. The acidic mix destabilizes the henna powder’s cellulose while allowing the hydrogen atoms on the lawsone molecules to remain intact.
  The paste is usually allowed to rest 12 hours before applying to skin, then left on the skin two or more hours. When this paste is applied to the skin, the lawsone molecules migrate from henna paste into the outermost layer of epidermal cells where they may bind with the keratin by a Michael’s reaction,
 or pool within the cells. 0.3% to 1.3% of the available lawsone penetrates the skin and enters living tissue and the blood stream, the rest remains in the outermost epidermal layer, which is shed by exfoliation in subsequent days.
  The stains are initially orange, but may oxidize to dark brown on skin if the skin is highly saturated with lawsone
  or if treated with heat, an alkaline, or other strong oxidizer.
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Areas where henna is a part of traditional culture

Artists often include a few drops of a non-polar solvent such as gasoline, turpentine, lighter fluid, paint thinner, or benzene to the mix enhance the stain,
 
 but few non-polar solvents are harmless to the skin, and benzene is teratogenic.
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Henna powder, loose and boxed, at Old Muttrah Souk, Oman.
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Stain progression demonstration by Hennatrendz.

Essential oils containing high levels of monoterpene alcohols such as tea tree, eucalyptus, lavender, and cajeput are also effective at darkening henna stains, and are relatively harmless. 
  These tend to be favored among western henna artists who have posted their mixes online in English language websites, though these essential oils are more expensive per application.
  Henna stains may oxidize naturally to near black on thick and highly keratinized skin such as palms and soles, but will not be darker than chocolate brown on any other part of the body.
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Figure X: Henna on the palm is darker than henna on the arm, because the palm has deeper, more keratinized skin.

Henna Memes Replicate into the West
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Tunisian woman with patterns on the back of her hand, 1900 – 1910, author’s collection
Henna body markings, tattoos, and native garb have been a feature of orientalist imagery since the early 1800s, particularly in areas colonized by Europeans.  Anthropologists and enthusiasts of North African and Middle Eastern culture such as Westermark,
 Besancenot,
 Field,
 and Gaudry
 collected notes on henna’s cultural associations and patterns in North Africa and western Asia during the early half of the nineteenth century.  The postcards from colonial North Africa that flowed prolifically from travelers and soldiers into Europe often featured women in ‘native costume’ with henna and tattoos.  Western anthropologists,
 orientalists, photographers of exotic destinations, and tourists familiar with henna cultural areas had some familiarity with henna in the late 20th century.  
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Orientalist Advertisement for Listerine, 1930, showing hennaed feet.

Though henna markings were occasionally included as part of the depictions of the ‘exotic Arab woman’s body,’ information on the marking process and the materials to accomplish the process did not accompany the images.
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Wedding henna from Oman, National Geographic 1995

Henna was available as a product to dye hair in the USA from the beginning of the twentieth century; Clara Bow, a popular actress in the 1920s, and Lucille Ball announced that their famously red hair was created with henna.   The FDA considered pure henna extremely safe as a hair dye, so safe as to be exempt from certification when imported as hair dye.
  The henna shipped to western countries intended for use as hair dye was not well suited for use as skin marking: the products were coarsely sifted and the dye content was low, the products frequently had contents other than henna. 
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Henna and compound henna from the early 20th century, intended for use as hair dye. B. Paul’s compound henna contained pyrogallic acid and copper sulphate. Author’s collection
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Henna hair dye products, two of which contained no henna.
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Rani Kone Henna Paste
, 
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Shelly Henna Paste

People posting on English language Internet forums and blogs who attempted to reproduce henna body art from the scant information and unsuitable materials available generally described unsatisfactory outcomes. Tubes of henna paste for skin ornamentation  such as those produced by Rani 
  and Shelly
  were occasionally available in the west at shops that carried halal meat and specialties for Eids,
 but they did not produce reliable results.
  In the USA, these products were often confiscated by customs
 because henna is allowed for used as hair dye but NOT allowed for use on skin as body art by the USFDA.
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Packages of henna purchased in Jackson Heights, 2002, showing its use for body art, but with little or no direction for use.

Henna Memes Online
In late 1996, Dr. Jeremy Rowntree, IT Systems Manager at St. Catherine’s College, Oxford Department of Biochemistry used a RuBoard script to create the first online forum for the discussion of henna, The Henna Page, on the university’s server. 
 This accident of a mathematician’s personal curiosities about a Moroccan folk art seen on jjvacation, 
 and a forum script that constructed posts and comments as independent linked HTML pages, shaped the online dispersion of henna memes in the west. Dr. Rowntree rarely commented on the forum, but the script and connectivity shaped the way henna memes proliferated onto the Internet.  The script was in text, in the Roman alphabet, and initially without images.  The discussion was in English, not in any of the languages or alphabets of the indigenous henna-using cultures.  The geography of the Internet in 1996 had, and continues to have, areas of unevenly development, facilitating memetic spread through developed countries and those who can communicate in English. The vast majority of people accessing the “Henna Page Forum” were from the USA, the UK, Canada, and Australia because the vast majority of people who could both speak English and access the Internet were from these countries.  
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Photograph of a Moroccan woman with henna, taken at 1995 Marrakech Folk Festival, used as the introductory image on the earliest henna forum online.

None of the countries where henna was an indigenous cultural practice ranked in the top fifteen nations of per capita Internet use. India was the only country with a henna tradition that had significant Internet connectivity in the late 1990s; many people in India could read and write English, so there was some replication of henna memes between India and western enthusiasts.  There was very little potential for replication of henna memes between North African, Levantine and Arab users and western henna enthusiasts. 
 These countries had the least Internet penetration, though they had complex and centuries-established henna cultures.
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Number of Internet users by country, 1999

 A map of internet connectivity in 1995 shows that memes from several countries with henna memeplexes could not have reproduced in online discussions whatsoever because of complete lack of access: Mauritania, Libya, Western Sahara, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Oman, and Afghanistan. 
  Proportionally, North America memes had the connectivity to proliferate more freely online than all other online memetic replication combined in the late 1990s. The North American dominance has since lessened, but regions with indigenous henna memeplexes remain relatively unconnected. 
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Map of Internet connectivity in 1995 
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Worldwide Internet users 1995 - 2005

The memetic replication and evolution of henna memes online was a function of the connectivity of the global Internet architecture, which created an electronic hegemony.  The online henna discussions of the late 1990s do not appear to have expressed intentional cultural imperialism or any desire to subordinate, suppress, or co-opt indigenous henna cultures; the people discussing henna online were genuinely curious about henna, eager to learn, though the ‘white’ enthusiasm for henna was frequently conflated with racism and oppression on a personal level, 
 and still is. The online henna enthusiasts were not intentionally hegemons; the data flows and boundaries acted as hegemons, reproducing earlier colonial spaces.  When people who grew up with henna traditions joined online discussions, some expressed strong feelings of their cultural ownership of henna and distaste for western enthusiasm, as one termed “cultural plagiarism.”
  
The Internet developed unevenly
 for many political, social, and economic reasons.  Because of the early accidents and coincidences of Internet development and one person’s curiosities about henna, the “Henna Page Forum” became the primary point of henna discussion on the Internet, and the early placement online made it the most interconnected henna website, maintaining first place in search engine rankings through the time of this writing. The “Henna Page Forum” became a ‘meme fountain’ for henna body art, proliferating memes, acting as a site where henna memes could evolve, often having thousands of viewers every day.   
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Proportions of populations using the Internet, 1999

This uneven development of online henna discussions is reflected in the ClustrMap of visits to the hennapage.com during one day in July 2006. Each dot in the map indicates visitors from a geographic area; presumably each person visiting would absorb and replicate henna memes from the website.
  The map shows that South Korea, though a dense hub of Internet connectivity has few visitors to hennapage.com; populous, well-connected areas in western Russia also show few visitors to the site.  If there were no boundaries of connectivity to South Korea and western Russia, language boundaries may have deterred visitation, though many European visitors came to hennapage.com. There may be simply a Russian or Korean lack of interest in henna, a cultural boundary beyond which henna memes scarcely replicate. 
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ClustrMap showing 10614 unique visitors by IP to hennapage.com on July 21, 2006
In addition to uneven global connectivity, the limitations of forum script affected the transmission of memes proliferating through the Henna Page Forum and early newsgroups. The forum and other news groups such as rec.arts.bodyart could transmit episteme’ or what-knowledge, about henna through their scripts. Techne’, or how-knowledge, was difficult to transmit except through lengthy verbal (and easily misunderstood) descriptions.
 
 
Even the books, articles, videos, and websites that eventually followed online were limited in their ability to produce phronesis, the physical, culturally placed knowledge of henna onto a static two dimensional text document.  Online memes could not include touch, smell, sound, or watching another person’s movements mixing and apply henna through the forums, or in any of the static henna webpages that followed online. A henna meme could only replicate online the information that could be coded for transmission through a channel that connected a source with a receiver.  
The transmitted information about henna would necessarily be data, abstract and intangible, rather than information gathered from ‘hands on’ experience with henna.  Once the receiver accessed the data, that receiver would reconstruct the data as a meme into their own memeplex, producing knowledge.  Henna memes online in the late 1990s replicated and evolved largely among western memeplexes.  Henna data became memes online.  Online henna memes were integrated into personal memeplexes as knowledges of henna.  The newly produced knowledges of henna would inevitably be filtered through the attitudes, experiences, and material cultures of the new knowers, not those of people in indigenous cultures.
  The knowledges were assembled by online recpients into beliefs and held as truths about henna. Henna memes online at the beginning of the twenty-first century inevitably evolved into a different understanding of henna than placed, indigenous, peoples’ henna memeplexes.  

In addition to occasionally attracting bemused reactions from people who have always lived in henna-using cultures,
 the production of new henna knowledges has raised concerns for postcolonial scholars in that it produces ‘otherness’ within the same borders as earlier colonial hegemony. 
  
“… it confirm(s) preconceived notions about places such as Southasia as ostentatious, exotic, spiritual and static… Southasia as the West would see it – laden with its hennaed hands, jasmine flowers in long hair, and innocent women – while not simultaneously showing the sometimes squalid truths of everyday realities, are involved in what Suleri dubs ‘third-person consciousness’. “It’s the anguished position of always seeing yourself as the other would see you.”
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Image from "Frozen" video showing Madonna with henna patterns on her hands.

Henna Memes in the Mediasphere

The activity on the “Henna Page Forum” was steady through 1997 prior to Madonna’s release of “Frozen” as a music video on February 23, 1998, in which she had temporary designs on her hands, described as being henna.
  “Frozen” topped the charts in United Kingdom, Italy, Spain and Finland, and was near the top in many other countries, ultimately selling 16 million copies worldwide. The henna meme organism rapidly replicated around the world through Madonna’s hands in “Frozen,” completely removed from the context of its indigenous culture spaces into the space of popular western culture.  A second meme organism traveled with the images from the video: “black henna.” 
 

The patterns on Madonna’s hands were credited to Sumita Batra
 of Ziba Beauty on Pico Blvd, in Los Angeles, near Beverly Hills, Westwood, Brentwood, and Bel-Air, wealthy suburbs of west Los Angeles.
 Batra’s work was immediately in demand by trendy and glamorous patrons wanting an exotic, romantic, and spiritual experience;
 the company added new venues and hired additional workers from South Asia to accommodate the desire for authenticity.
  
 In March, 1998, Madonna released the album Ray of Light, which sold 20 million copies worldwide and won four Grammy Awards. She wore henna for her performance at the MTV video music awards in 1998. On September 10, she performed Shanti / Ashtangi, a traditional Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga chant, with her hands, and the hands of the other people performing the Hinduesque multiple arms, hennaed. 
 The henna meme replicated through that performance and several media clips following. “Ray of Light helped make a mega-fad of mysticism and henna tattoos.”
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Madonna with ‘black henna’ from "Frozen"

 Not all people from India were flattered that their traditions were used in western popular music. The World Vaishnava Association group charged Madonna with blasphemy, though her publicist claimed that Madonna had no idea why anyone should have taken umbrage at her performance.
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Madonna Performing "Shanti / Ashtangi" at the 1998 MTV VMAs 

The proliferation of the ‘henna body art meme’ through “Frozen” on February 23, 1998, facilitated the rush to market of several henna books and henna kits: The Henna Body Art Kit: Everything You Need to Create Stunning Temporary Tattoos was released by Aileen Marron on May 15, 1998,
 Mehndi: The Art of Henna Body Painting and the accompanying “Earth Henna Kit” was released by Carine Fabius of Lakaye Gallery on June 1, 1998, 
 Mehndi: The Timeless Art of Henna Painting was released by Loretta Roome on June15, 1998,
  The Art of Mehndi was released by Sumita Batra May 1, 1999, 
  and The Art of Henna; The Ultimate Body Art Book and Kit With Book was released by Pamela Nichols  on September, 1999.
  By the time Madonna performed for the MTV Video Music Awards, henna, as a cultural product organized for mass consumption, as text to be read, kits with decals and transfers to be purchased, was consumer-ready across the US and UK.   

These books reproduced and expanded the orientalist memes of the exotic woman’s hennaed body.  Describing the first time she had henna during a visit to a Pakistani woman, Pamela Nichols writes, 

“Hundreds of henna designs were spread before us, and we were asked to choose the one we wanted. After several hours pondering over the right design, as we lounged on beautifully embroidered pillows from an Indian bazaar, my daughter and I began to feel ourselves being transformed. The smolder-eyed women began calmly and quietly drawing on our skin, so warmly and intimately.  We reclaimed our ancestry. We were immediately sisters.  We became goddesses, feeling with each stroke on our skin a glowing sense of beauty, power, strength and mystery.  As the designs were painted on our bodies, we were transported magically into other realms. Through the art on our skin we were participating in something primitive and profoundly communal. … Our imaginations soared with fantasies of desert tribes, mountain shangri-las and mermaids.  I understood in my body the value of henna artistry as a ritual at weddings, births and deaths.”
 

“I have been bewitched and seduced by henna, the ultimate aphrodisiac and supreme nurturing plant.  Henna nurtures my body as a gateway to my dreams and has served this divine function through all time.”

Carine Fabius also linked New Age and Modern Primitive memes with henna, “I like to think the reason the art of mehndi is so popular in the West today is that there’s true magic in it: loving, positive, enriching magic.  There is magic in the practice, the rituals, the superstitions, the ceremony, and the culture surrounding it.”
  Her product line, Earth Henna, had advertising promotions featuring nude women with henna patterns in poses similar to the Orientalist Odalisque nudes, 
 and the jeaune femme Mauresque postcards of tattooed and hennaed sex workers from colonial North Africa. 
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Earth Henna Gallery

Sunaina Maira, Professor, Asian American Studies at UC Davis, wrote in a post-colonial critique of Indo-Chic culture of the late 1990’s and cultural consumption of henna, 

At a historical moment in the United States when orientalist discourses about Islam and the Middle East have taken on ever more transparent connections to U.S foreign policy, the cultural contradictions of U.S. orientalism are increasingly manifest in everyday practices of consumption and commodification.  … there is a popular fascination with belly dancing, Arabic fusion music, and henna, not to mention other markers of the “East” that continue to ride the trend of orientalist cool.  …a “style of thought based upon an ontological and epistemological distinction made between ‘the Orient’ and (most of the time) ‘the Occident’” which is situated in histories of colonization, economic penetration, and academic voyeurism.
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Earth Henna Gallery

Sunaina Maira argues that Fabius’s statement that, “henna is a capricious, mysterious and elusive substance,” was expressive of ‘the new orientalism and imperialist feminist discourse about Asian, Arab, and African women.’  Maira found Loretta Roome’s book particularly troubling, saying that it “overflows with orientalizing pseudo-folkloric analyses of henna.”
  Roome wrote that henna evokes “Women, eroticism, mysticism, privacy, religion, sacred ritual and ceremony, matrimonial and romantic love, folklore and superstition.”
 Maira criticizes Roome’s insistence that henna patterns have deep and scared meanings, assuming that if her Indian women did not come forth with the meanings, it must be because they have been forgotten, were secret, or suppressed. Maira scorned Roome’s self-promoting and self-fulfilling platform that henna is an ancient secret to be ‘rescued’ by White American women; a metonymy for a pure, spiritual, and ancient mystical East abandoned by a misguided quest for modernity.
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Liv Tyler and Gwyn Stefani with henna
, 

Via the modern primitive aesthetic, henna was not only an exotic cultural item to be acquired; 
 it became a signifier for the acquisition of exotic products and of exotic people.

More celebrities were photographed wearing henna.
 These photographs replicated the meme that henna was fashionable, natural, safe, temporary, sexy, and steeped in exotic, ancient ritual, while placing it firmly in the arena of popular western fashion.
  The henna memes replicated, and marketing ensued.  Within a decade, hennaed hands became an immediately recognizable signifier of South Asian women, applied to products, 
 protests, and play. 
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National Geographic gift catalog, Christmas 2011

The proliferation of the henna meme was supported by the Modern Primitive assumption that embraced globalization, that all cultural rituals were available for individual consumption: 
As citizens of a world that has become, truly, a global village, we have been blessed with access to an amazing reservoir of myths, rites, symbols, traditions and religions. It is impossible to ignore the inevitable merging of cultures and the spiritual/intellectual/aesthetic evolution implicit in gaining this vast body of ancient knowledge. … We each have the freedom to put our individual interpretations on any rites or symbols we choose because, so far, there are no thought police.  Honestly, who among us feels qualitative to determine who is drawing inspiration and who is appropriating? 
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Hands posed to signify the exploitation of South Asian women in clothing manufacturing in the UK. 
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Henna as a signifier for a globalizing high-tech industry.

Henna was used as a signifier of all brown women, 
 as if all brown women were identical, 
  and whether or not any individual brown woman personally liked henna,
 and whether or not they lived within a culture of henna tradition. Maira suggests that as diversity and multicultural celebrations increasingly featured a staged “Night of the Henna,” the meme reproduced stereotyping, Imperialism, orientalism, and hegemony reinforcing the brown woman’s position as ‘other,’ masking the darker elements of globalization.
 
Some western henna artists embraced the orientalist/mystical henna memes, integrating them into the “ill-defined and woolly conception of spirituality” of Modern Primitives,”
 as evidenced in the production of  henna workshops of ‘applying sacred yantras,’
 and ‘henna guided meditations. 
  One western henna artist claimed to make special henna pastes to “jump start’/recode” one’s DNA to heal disease by a ‘galactivational’ mehndi technique.”
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Crazy Planet Henna Oriental Tattoos skin decals with bubble gum.

As henna memes replicated and evolved in the west online and through the mediasphere, 
sometimes through simple curiosity and delight of an artist finding a new medium, sometimes as a new consumer trend, the meme became a signifier for globalization and multiculturalism.  Henna sometimes joined orientalist memeplexes, sometimes modern primitive memeplexes, but one meme organism replicated rapidly directly from Madonna’s hands in her video, “Frozen,” the black henna meme. 
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Madonna’s hand with OM from the music video “Frozen;” the syllable "om" is described in the Upanishads as all-encompassing mystical entity, the object of profound religious meditation, the highest spiritual efficacy.”

The ‘Black Henna’ Meme
Because most people in the USA were unfamiliar with henna body art in the late 1990s, it was easily conflated with tattooing and was cognized as some sort of temporary, harmless, exotic, and natural tattoo. The meme ‘tattoo’ was well understood, and, among enthusiasts for the Modern Primitive aesthetic, body art memes usually traveled with outlaw, exotic, New Age, quasi-tribal, symbolic, and black memes. Henna in its traditional culture does not carry these memes, but, as the henna meme moved into American culture, separated from the traditional henna-using cultures, it collaborated with an urban primitive meme organism, the tribal style black temporary tattoo.  
The commercial henna kits products produced after “Frozen” evidenced the problems of henna in the US and globalizing marketplace.  The modern primitive and new age memes of exotic, spiritual, bold, meaningful body markings were familiar and popular.  The process of bringing henna from suppliers to kit-producing factories, to wholesalers, then to retailers, then into the hands of a consumer would inevitably result in a stale product that did not stain skin particularly well, so consumers would experience disappointing results.  People had very little skill in drawing, and henna paste is not always a malleable drawing medium. 
The “Earth Henna Kit” that accompanied Mehndi: The Art of Henna Body Painting was marketed at wholesale gift shows at the end of the 1990s. Representatives demonstrated the kit henna at drug store chains across the USA.   This kit contained Moroccan henna augmented by walnut extract and produced a quick, reliable brown stain; 
  though walnut products can cause acute dermatitis.
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The Earth Henna Kit, with sample patterns of bindrunes, a Voodoo veve, Kanji, and Modern Primitive style. 1998

The materials for all henna kits which included henna powder or pre-mixed tubes of henna, were subject to seizure on import upon entry to the USA.
 

USFDA IA #53-19, 8/5/97 – Import Alert #53-19, "Detention without physical examination of henna based skin color, …The article is subject to refusal of admission pursuant to Section 801(a)(3) in that the article appears not to be a hair dye and it appears to bear or contain, for the purpose of decorating the skin, a color additive which is unsafe within the meaning of Section 721(a) [Adulteration, Section 601(e)]."
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Body Art Kit including a tube of pre-mixed henna.
Since the US FDA classified henna as be illegal for use on skin, some producers wishing to profit from the popularity of henna body art produced paints and decals
 that emulated henna with ingredients approved by the FDA.  The ingredient list for transfer decals in “Henna Tattoos” produced in 2001 by Dover Publications included “PVA (Polyvinyl Acetate, CoPolymer, Polyester Resin, Modified Varnish, Deoderized Petroleum, Silicon Dioxide, Aluminum Silicate, Iron Oxide, FD&C Yellow #5 and 6 Aluminum Lake, D7C Red #7 Lake, FD&C Blue #1 Aluminum Lake,” with the statement, “All colors follow FDA cosmetic regulations.”
[image: image55.jpg]The art of decc
produced from
has been tradif
Europe, and Sc¢
other celebratio.
of flowers and ¢
safe and nonto
They can be ea
tions on the ins

Copy: ox
All rights reses
Conventions

Henna Tattoos
in 2001

Internati

Ma
Dover Public

Jear top sheet. ¢
s firmly (images will

damp sponge or cloth,

seel off paper backing.

ater, then allow to dry.
. or directions may be

#hol or baby oil. Wait 10
ly with more rubbing

CoPolymer, Polyester
sleum, Silicon Dioxide,
Alow #5 & 6 Aluminum
Aluminum Lake. ALL
{EGULATIONS.





Henna Tattoos, 13 Safe, Waterproof Designs.

The Temptu Ceremonial Body Art Kit produced in the late 1990s contained isopropyl alcohol, ethanol, talc, castor oil, cellulose, red #30, ultramarine blue, iron oxides. This kit included skin transfers printed on rice paper to be applied with isopropyl alcohol, and resin-based paints to fill in the colors. 
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Temptu Ceremonial Body Art; Faux Henna Kit, “The Original Waterproof Body Paints and Transfers.”
The Temptu kit was sold at The American Museum of Natural History exhibition in New York City in 2000, “Body Art: Marks of Identity.” This exhibition manifested the highbrow acceptance of the modern primitive aesthetic and enthusiasm for body art. Though the exhibition critiqued colonialism and encouraged cultural relativism, and the disruption of ‘the exotic other,’ the gift shop offered decal tattoo kits, tattoo coasters, tattoo patterned boxer shorts, and ‘tribal face painting kits.’ Victoria Pitt comments, 

“What is implied here is that indigenous cultural forms are still available for Western consumption, and which both popular and museum fashion handily render prêt a porter.  Apparently there are no limits of taste and sensitivity when it comes to consuming the Other, not even in a museum.”
 
The ‘Black Henna’ Meme Manifests as Product
There was a global consumer demand for black henna as they had seen in ‘Frozen;’ consumers wanted to emulate modern primitive style tattoo patterns.  They did not want the pale orange stains that are made by henna that has been left too long on the shop shelf, inexpertly mixed and applied. The decals could not create big, bold patterns; the rice paper transfer paper was fragile, easily wrinkled and tore, and made imperfect transfers. Entrepreneurs attempted to manifest the meme into product to satisfy demand for bold, tribal temporary tattoos, to formulate a quick and easy kit without risking henna cargo confiscated and destroyed by customs.   
Mehndi Body Art in Long Beach distributed two products. One, the Mehndi Body Art Henna Tattoo Stencil Kit, included a packet of black powder, labeled Mehndi Body Art 100% natural henna.  The Mehndi Body Art Colored Henna kit included a packet of black ‘colored henna’ had no ingredient declaration, though the instructions declared it to be 100% henna.
 With exposure to air, the black powder in the colored henna kit stained all adjacent contents black; this blackening is consistent with black PPD powder exposed to air.

Several producers found that PPD mixed into powdered cellulostic material (such as henna) made a workable paste that would leave a jet black stain on skin in about half an hour; they set up websites selling ‘black henna’ kits online.  Amunez developed a ‘black henna’ product in Australia in 1996 and later relocated to Bali.
  Tarawa, also selling as blackhenna.net began selling black henna paste and powder online from France in 1997.
  In the USA, Amazing Body Art Supply followed in 1999,
 and Black Henna Kits began selling online in 2001.
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Mehndi Body Art Henna Tattoo Stencil Kit: black powder is labeled ‘100% natural henna,’ with no further ingredient declaration 
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Mehndi Body Art Colored Henna: para-phenylenediamineoxidized to black from contact with air. 

Each of these companies advertised their products as the solution to the longed-for ‘fast, black temporary tattoo’, with quick profits promised for the artist.  

Amunez advertised, 

“Unlike Henna and Mehndi paints, our black paint is a Super Black, which can last on the skin for up to 14 days. There have been some reports of skin life up to 6 weeks.   Trendy Body Art from the Temporary Tattoo Specialists. Amaze yourself, you don't have to be an artist, only tracing skills required, anyone can do it. Try our special offer DIY trial kit, over 50 tattoos lasting two weeks. This easy to use DIY kit comes complete with everything you need.”

Tarawa and blackhenna.net advertised, 

“You saw them on the beach in Bali, in Egypt, Sechelles, Australia, ect…

We offers to you the same product of black temporary tattooing without any harmful product for the skin.  Tarawa was developed a new product revolutionnaire as regards black temporary tattoo.

Amazing Body Art Supply advertised, 

“Rake In The Cash With One Of Our Amazing Business Kits

“Start your own henna tattoo business or add henna tattoos to your existing business with the supplies in one of our quick-start amazing Henna Tattoo Business Kits.  These Kits were created for the non-artist and henna novice. Within 30 minutes after receiving it you'll be making professional henna tattoos Guaranteed! The Demand For Henna Tattoos Remains Over-Whelming

With One Of Our Business Kits You Can Cash In This Very Next Weekend!

All you need are a few lawn chairs, a card table and crowd of people like at the Flea Market, the Beach, the local Mall, a County Fair, you name it. You'll be amazed at how fast the $20.00 bills will start rolling in.

Blackhennakits.com advertised,

THE SECRET IS OUT

We are the only source for professional grade black henna that produces realistic super black henna tattoos. Our black henna kit gives super jet black temporary tattoos that last up to three weeks and sometimes more. Can you color? Can you stay within the lines? Then you can do this. There's ABSOLUTELY NO DRAWING ABILITY NECESSARY. Get the product professionals henna artists use at fairs, festivals, beaches, concerts, and clubs. You can learn to be a professional henna artist for fun and/or profit.

Each of these ‘black henna kits’ contained PPD.

Amunez Paint contained, “Ethyl cellulose, methosulfate, titanium dioxide, distearoylethyl hydroxyethylmonium, methylparaben, cetearyl alcohol, ceteareth-20, and may contain: iron oxide, p-phenylendiamine, Cl1623, Cl15510, Cl45410, Cl44090, Cl42510, Cl11055, Cl56059, Cl12719, carmine, 4-hydroxypropylamino-3-nitrophenol. POISON. This product is not edible.”

Tarawa black henna paste contained, “Black henna paint powder: henna 50%, ethyl cellulose, carmine, para-phenylendiamine, titanium dioxide, iron oxide.”
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Black Henna from blackhennakits.com, 2010.  Addressee obscured for privacy.  FDA determined that this product contained 28% para-phenylenediamine.
 In this image, the para-phenylenediamine has oxidized to black.
FDA determined that the ‘black henna’ from blackhennakits.com contained 28% para-phenylenediamine.
 The Amunez ‘black henna’ temporary tattoo kit contained, “Ethyl cellulose, methosulfate, titanium dioxide, distearoylethyl hydroxyethylmonium, methylparaben, cetearyl alcohol, ceteareth-20, and may contain: iron oxide, p-phenylendiamine, Cl1623, Cl15510, Cl45410, Cl44090, Cl42510, Cl11055, Cl56059, Cl12719, carmine, 4-hydroxypropylamino-3-nitrophenol.”
 The Tarawa ‘black henna’ kit contained, “Black henna paint powder: henna 50%, ethyl cellulose, carmine, para phenylendiamine, titanium dioxide, iron oxide.”
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Bigen hair dye, 12.3% para-phenylenediamine: used to create black henna temporary tattoos.

Individual artists also discovered that they did not have to depend on ordering online black henna kits; they could use PPD in cheaply and easily available black hair dye to make their paste with higher dye contents than the legally allowable maximum, Bigen, though claiming to be 6% to be diluted to less than 3% when applied, contained 12.3 % para-phenylenediamine.
 Bigen was easily obtainable in beauty supply shops, and was often used by people to create ‘black henna’ temporary tattoos.’
   Other black henna products meant for hair dye were put into service to create ‘black henna.’  These products were often marketed as ‘natural’ and ‘herbal’ but contained 16 – 25% PPD.
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Products available in shops and online containing para-phenylenediamine, used to create black henna temporary tattoos, containing 16 – 25% para-phenylenediamine.

Other entrepreneurs found a straightforward source of PPD in industry.  PPD is used in industry as a photographic developing agent and a chemical intermediate, a vulcanization accelerator and as an antioxidant in rubber compounds, as a dye intermediate, and as an oxidative dye for textiles, fur, and leather.  Acute (short-term) exposure to high levels of PPD may cause severe dermatitis, eye irritation and tearing, asthma, gastritis, renal failure, vertigo, tremors, convulsions, and coma in humans. In this pure industrial form, p-phenylenediamine occurs as a white to slightly red solid or crystals that darken on exposure to air and is slightly soluble in water.
 Pieces of solid para-phenylenediamine were sold as ‘henna rock’ or ‘henna stone’ purported to be a natural stone
 gathered on the banks of the Nile.
 The product was also called ‘Turkish Rock’ or ‘German Rock.’
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Henna Stone collected from artists doing black henna on the beach in Macedonia, with crushed and powdered samples in film canisters, acquired from private donor in 2007.  The para-phenylenediamine has oxidized to black. 

According to informants, these ‘henna stones’ were easily available in markets in Turkey and Egypt and were harmless, natural products.
   Esen Özkaya and his team purchased six samples of henna stones from local herbal sellers and analyzed them using gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC- MS).  PPD was found in all of the six samples of "henna stones" at concentrations ranging between 84.89 and 90.90%.  These were sold as "natural stones" by herbal sellers, and the instructions given were to crush the stone into powder first and then to mix it with natural henna, water, and hydrogen peroxide.
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“Turkish Rock” sold in a market in Turkey to create black henna; both solid and crushed, acquired from private donor in 2004.  The para-phenylenediamine has oxidized to black.
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Crushed “Henna Stone” collected from an artist doing ‘black henna’ in Israel, acquired from a private donor, author’s collection.  The PPD has oxidized to black. 

The YouTube video “Don't do a BLACK henna tattoo,” showed a person making black henna with henna stone.  An investigator asked a street artist in Malta what he used to paint on the skin and how he made the henna made black. Three different times the artist responded that he used henna, hydrogen peroxide, and henna stone.  When asked about allergic reactions and whether he was using PPD or hair dye in his mix, he denied using those and also dismissed the likelihood of an allergic reaction but stated emphatically that he uses henna stone and peroxide to make the henna black.
  The artist continued, showing the person inquiring how henna stone was mixed with peroxide to make black henna.
  The videographer stated that it was his impression that the artist no idea that henna stone might be PPD, or that it might be dangerous.
Black Henna before ‘Black Henna’ Temporary Tattoos
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Three products marketed as henna: cassia obovata, sold as neutral henna, henna sold as red henna, and indigo sold as black henna; author’s collection
There was a history behind the term “black henna” that lent credibility to the black henna meme and to the belief that ‘black henna’ was natural and harmless.  Indigo leaves contain a precursor to a blue dye molecule, indigotin.  
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Natural white hair, hair dyed with henna only, hair dyed with a mixture of henna and vashma indigo, and hair dyed first with henna and then over dyed with indigo; author’s collection.

The powder of partially fermented, powdered indigo leaves, known as vashma or black henna was sold as black henna for the purpose of dyeing hair black. This product is neither henna nor black.  When indigo leaves are ` partially fermented in order to convert the glycoside indican present in the plant to the blue dye indigotin, then dried and powdered,  an indigo paste may be made and  be applied over hair that has been dyed with henna; creating a rich black hair color, completely covering gray. Vashma was traditionally used with henna to dye hair black in the Middle East, Russia, and North Africa.  Vashma indigo will not dye skin black; it may leave a pale gray-blue stain on the skin.
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Five products containing powdered indigo sold as black henna or vashma for the purpose of dyeing hair black, from left to right: Vashma, produced in Iran, sold in Russia, Avigal Black Henna packaged in the USA, Saday Black Henna, Vashma sold in Russia, and Black Henna sold in Syria, author’s collection.

Avigal and some others still claim that all of their colors of henna hair dye are 100% pure henna, stating in their advertising that these colors, including black, are because, “new shrubs of the Lawsonia plant were discovered and developed.”
  This is not botanically possible. This mis-labeling may have been created to protect exporter’s proprietary knowledge of these products in the absence of patent registration in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, or may have been a problem created by miscommunication among exporting and importing languages.
The existence of natural, traditional products marketed as black henna made it plausible that other products marketed as black henna were also natural and traditional, though some contained levels of PPD high enough to be used to make ‘black henna’ temporary tattoos.  

Other indigenous cosmetics added confusion and plausibility to ‘black henna’ temporary tattoos. Khidab and harquus are indigenous black cosmetics that are used in conjunction with, or as an alternative to henna in Yemen and North Africa, to create black temporary body art.  Khidab and harquus may contain oak gall, ammonia salt, and copper compounds; these can cause serious allergic reactions and contact dermatitis.
 The practice of using these products does not seem to have reproduced into areas of tourism, but they lend credibility to the existence of traditional natural black henna.
Indigenous peoples of the rainforest areas of central and South America people stain their skin with unripe genipa Americana fruit, locally known as huito. This is processed and marketed in the West as “Jagua.”  The commercial jagua stain is usually pale blue-gray at the outset but gradually oxidizes to darker blue-gray and exfoliates within a week.  The jagua product has been marketed as a safe substitute for ‘black henna’
 but is not widely used by street vendors
 because it is a relatively expensive product per application.
 Jagua occasionally causes contact dermatitis and allergic reaction.
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Yemeni infant marked with Khidab to avert malevolent spirits.

Because of coincidences, misunderstandings, and misinformation, the temporary tattoo black henna meme commoditized through the global ideosphere in the late 1990s, facilitated by the easy availability of para-phenylenediamine. The meme replicated rapidly through its resemblance to desirably rebellious permanent tattoos and easy entry into a profitable street vending application. ‘Black henna’ as a desirable adornment often outweighed the perceived risk even when the risk was known. The replication of the natural henna meme through the Internet geographies of the developed west was slowed by the difficulty of acquiring the materials and techniques necessary to create optimal results.  The geographic boundaries of the Internet further hindered memetic flow between the English-speaking west and indigenous henna cultures during the late 1990s and early twenty-first century.  The prevailing modern primitivist assumption that all cultural rituals should be decontextualized and made available for global consumption permitted the henna meme to proliferate, be reimagined, and reinvented from a position of ignorance.
The replication of the black henna meme across globalizing areas of tourism has allowed the practice to continue year after year, causing PPD sensitization rates to rise steadily among visitors.
  Artists who produce black henna temporary tattoos surely become sensitized and probably at a higher rate than the seventeen to fifty-eight percent of hairdressers who become sensitized during their work.
  Western hairdressers wear gloves when mixing and applying dye to hair and the permitted PPD concentration in dyes must be below 6% by law. Street-side black henna vendors rarely wear gloves, and the PPD levels in their pastes are far higher. This being the case, there is probably considerable artist turnover from one tourist season to the next, so information about sensitization of artists and clients may not be passed along to the vendors who have newly discovered that the combination of a box of black hair dye and some drawing skills can be a profitable venture. 
This work is a qualitative history, not an empirical study, because there is no way to know how many people are working regularly doing black henna tattoos in the world today nor how many have been through the last fifteen years. There is no way to know how many people have been painted with PPD other than by the indirect evidence of injury and rising levels of sensitization. Online, one may watch a mirror of these activities reflected in the appearance of the black henna meme: the requests for ‘black henna,’ reports of ‘black henna,’ vacation pictures of ‘black henna,’ and the reports of inevitable injuries. With careful attention and methodology, one may use a qualitive history to construct an epidemiological map of the black henna meme and construct a corresponding map of the epidemic of PPD sensitization.

� If the surface of the skin is made very alkaline, as by fuming with ammonia, henna may oxidize to black, but this is an unreliable and unpleasant process. 
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“Melany Balmforth has come to the Fandangle boutique in Orange on a recent Saturday morning to have an artist adorn her hand with a silver-dollar-sized tattoo.





"Cool, cool, cool," the 13-year-old Fullerton resident says, surveying the newly minted medallion on her epidermis. Yet Melany's mother Jacquie Balmforth looks uneasy:"Why does a mother let her kid do this?" she says. "My husband's going to be so mad."
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“I know well I am not a fan of black henna.  For me, I only use natural Indian henna, the brides like (want?) black, but they do not want that black and what I use is a lot more harmful than biggen? or Harkous.  Jagua (Genipa americana, also known as Jagua) becomes blue not black and on South African you see nothing. Like I have tried to explain when it is black henna I have (them?) sign (perhaps a document) discussion of the noxious effects of the henna for them to understand the risks.”
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“Yesterday, to celebrate our last days in Morocco, we gathered at Madiha’s for tea, henna, some last bites of millwi, and some tearful goodbyes. To avoid getting all sentimental, I’m going to show you what traditional Moroccan henna designs look like!The henna you are looking at is black henna, which is not as scary as google makes it sound. This is natural henna with a dye mixed in it that makes it black, and it’s awesome. It stays on longer, which is SWEET.”





� Nana Hennadesign posted to Golecha Mehndi.  November 3, 2012. � HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/golecha.mehndi.1?fref=ts" ��https://www.facebook.com/golecha.mehndi.1?fref=ts�  (accessed November 13, 2012)


Fatima Henna: “it's not natural but I work with black henna and Today no one have benne an allergic. But I'm agree with you in Morocco they use "diluant" wich brun the skin.


(I don't speak very very well english excuse me if I do error) :)”





November 4 at 12:31pm ·Cierra M Hall “No, black henna is always toxic and sometimes the worse damage is on the inside, in your organs!”





November 4 at 12:40pm “Fatima Henna yes the plomb”





November 4 at 12:41pm Fatima Henna “but when someone ask me black henna if she is black women she want it absolutly I tell her the risk .  she is the only responsable.”





November 4 at 12:43pm · Cierra M Hall “No, its like 'I'm going to set you on fire but its your fault if you burn'. Don't do it, ever!”





November 4 at 12:45pm · Fatima Henna “Yes it can do allergi , it can burn . I'm agree with you but in france everybody want black henna . They know the risks... its their problem. I have a contrat with them where everything is explicated.”





� “Boy, 3, may face lifelong Simpson tattoo.”  Mother and Baby. Ninemsn. July 21, 2009. � HYPERLINK "http://motherandbaby.ninemsn.com.au/entertainment/coffeebreak/1070263/boy-3-may-face-lifelong-simpson-tattoo" ��http://motherandbaby.ninemsn.com.au/entertainment/coffeebreak/1070263/boy-3-may-face-lifelong-simpson-tattoo� (accessed November 13, 2012)


“Henna dye is supposed to be temporary but a three-year-old boy may have a lifelong souvenir of a holiday after his Bart Simpson tattoo went horribly wrong.





“Vinnie England, from Bristol in the UK, was on a family holiday when he got a 7cm henna tattoo sketched on his forearm at a street stall in Benidom, Spain.





“His mum, Hayley, was assured it was safe, but a few days later Vinnie’s arm started to redden and blister around the edges of the tattoo.”
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� The Cantaloupetales.  “Goodbye Henna” posted to thecantaloupetales; Morocco, art, & the open road.  May 16, 2012  http://thecantaloupetales.wordpress.com/tag/black-henna/ (accessed October 24, 2012).


“Yesterday, to celebrate our last days in Morocco, we gathered at Madiha’s for tea, henna, some last bites of millwi, and some tearful goodbyes. To avoid getting all sentimental, I’m going to show you what traditional Moroccan henna designs look like!The henna you are looking at is black henna, which is not as scary as google makes it sound. This is natural henna with a dye mixed in it that makes it black, and it’s awesome. It stays on longer, which is SWEET.”
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“A THREE-YEAR-OLD boy from Guildford suffered weeping blisters and lifelong damage to his skin after being given an illegal ‘black henna’ tattoo on holiday.





“Byron Lapworth had a severe allergic reaction after having a dragon design drawn on his arm in Egypt.





“Together with his mother Lisa and seven-year-old sister Bethany, the family from Burpham had the tattoos done around the poolside at their resort, without realising that so-called black henna is illegal because of an added ingredient which can be dangerous when used on skin.





“Although mother and daughter did not suffer any reaction to the tattoos, Byron’s arm bubbled up into red blisters a few days later once they were back in the UK, with the skin continuing to crack and weep even after cream was applied.
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FLORENCE --


‘Getting a souvenir from a vacation is something many people like to do.





‘Most of the time, the souvenir is a T-shirt, a hermit crab or maybe a beach towel, but some choose to get body art.





‘If you’re old enough, you might decide to get a piercing, tattoo or maybe a temporary tattoo.


‘There are stands all over the Grand Strand that advertise black henna temporary tattoos. Many say the temporary tattoos will last 60 days or more after being applied. Usually, the temporary tattoos start about $7 and go up in price depending on how large they are.





‘Two girls in Florence got more than they bargained for when they decided to get a seemingly harmless black henna temporary tattoo while vacationing at the beach.


‘Instead of leaving with fond memories of playing on the beach with their friends, the two left the area seeking medical attention.





‘Taylor Miller, 13, was on vacation with a friend’s family in July and said she couldn’t wait to get a black henna tattoo.





‘Her father, Doug, was a little apprehensive when discussing it with Taylor before she left for her trip.





“I was concerned about cleanliness of the establishments doing them and there are no regulations to speak of like tattooing,” he said.


‘Reluctantly, he said, he agreed and Taylor was off for a late summer vacation with her friend’s family for a fun-filled week.





‘Taylor said she had heard about black henna tattoos and went to Eagles Beachwear at South Waccamaw Drive and Atlantic Avenue, Murrells Inlet, with three friends to get one.





‘She waited in line just as any customer would.





“There was a long line of people waiting to get them so I thought it must be a good place,” she said.”
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‘Two girls in Florence got more than they bargained for when they decided to get a seemingly harmless black henna temporary tattoo while vacationing at the beach.
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‘Her father, Doug, was a little apprehensive when discussing it with Taylor before she left for her trip.





“I was concerned about cleanliness of the establishments doing them and there are no regulations to speak of like tattooing,” he said.


‘Reluctantly, he said, he agreed and Taylor was off for a late summer vacation with her friend’s family for a fun-filled week.
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� Tests done by Alkemists Pharmaceuticals by Mehandi.com from 2008 to 2012 on various lots of henna; Dr. Sidney Sudberg, Chief Scientific Officer and VP of Quality; Elan Sudberg, B.Sc., Chief Executive Officer and Expert Microscopy
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“When Khalid was 10 years old, her older sister would tattoo for brides and other women during parties and special occasions, and she “wanted to do it too.”


Since she was just a child, she couldn’t tattoo on brides. Henna tattoos on brides were too intricate and complex for a 10- year old to create. So she practiced. She practiced on the younger children during festivals and parties. She practiced on herself.”





� Luhar, N. Posted to “Directory, Get Local in Sacramento,” Downtown Grid.com 2012, accessed November 24, 2012, http://sacramento.downtowngrid.com/directory/view/entry/158


My name is Nafsheen Luhar. I'm east Indian and I was born in Kenya (East Africa). My family and I moved to the US in July of 1998. I have been doing henna tattoos for the past six years . Henna is a very significant part of our culture and a very special highlight of all our events, especially weddings and eid (muslin festival after Ramadan). I learned the art of henna tattoos from my dad and my older sister, who used to do henna tattoos for me during special events. Once we moved to the United States I learned henna tattoo myself and started imitating the designs that my dad had done. As a child I had watched him very attentively and I now carry on his tradition. 
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� Elizabeth Prince.  Comment posted to PPD Free Henna Artists, November 21, 2012, accessed November 21, 2012, https://www.facebook.com/groups/236518769710130/  (permission granted to quote from private group))


“Elizabeth Prince


“Somebody just sent me this email. I have the impression that it's genuine, and possibly related to an Egyptian event I did last night where SOME of the ladies were not at all happy that I was offering natural henna.





“i will be happy to help u jmAkaMcBam .take 1 cup of henna powder, 2 spoon of lemon juice, half spoon of suger, 3 sponos car gas and water if needed. before u make the design in ur hand wash it very good , after that but a little of olive oil on the skin after that do the desigen on it and leted dry.after u wash it but little of olive oil agine to make the design shinner . i hope that will help u sorry my english its not really perfect





“did you catch that??





    	Linda Bell “Mmmm car gas.... tasty”





Min White Ah yes – “I had the organiser of our Multi-ethnic festival one year tell me I really should put some petrol in my henna paste.”





Marie Facepainting Lepage “That's scary”





Spiritwater Henna “yes I had someone from India "with her own parlour" suggest that I use car gas.... the creepy thing is you know they´re out there somewhere.”





Victoria Welch “Gas is a common ingredient in that part of the world. Just keep the burning henna on as long as you can so you get a dark stain. If you can't find gas get some kerosine. I know, uphill battle. There was once a thread in a forum explaining the dangers of using gas, kerosine, turpentine etc as a terp and some yahoo actually posted asking where in the hardware store could she find the turpentine. She wanted dark henna but didnt want to spend money on eo's.”





Bridget Wessell Punsalang “Wtf people really? It's so hard for me to believe people can be so blatantly reckless. But alas, people amaze me almost daily...”
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� As of November 22, 2012, Walmart offers Spring Valley Pharmaceutical Grade Tea Tree Oil essential oil for $7.96 for 2 oz.  On the same day, gasoline at BP in Stow, Ohio, is $3.55 per gallon (128 oz). If a henna artist uses three tablespoons, or 1.5 oz of non-polar solvent per 100g of henna, the addition of tea tree oil to darken henna paste would cost $5.97 compared to $.04 for gasoline.  
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Wedding Henna


Photograph by James L. Stanfield





Flush with wealth from its oil fields, the Sultanate of Oman has catapulted from Arabian Peninsula backwater to modern nation—while keeping alive traditions such as lailat al henna, a women-only celebration to honor a bride on the eve of her wedding. Her hands bear fanciful filigrees executed in henna, which will wear off in several weeks.





—From “Oman,” May 1995, National Geographic magazine
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—From “Oman,” May 1995, National Geographic magazine
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[Code of Federal Regulations]


[Title 21, Volume 1]


[Revised as of April 1, 2012]


[CITE: 21CFR73.2190]





TITLE 21--FOOD AND DRUGS


CHAPTER I--FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES


SUBCHAPTER A--GENERAL





PART 73 -- LISTING OF COLOR ADDITIVES EXEMPT FROM CERTIFICATION





Subpart C--Cosmetics


Sec. 73.2190 Henna.





(a)Identity. The color additive henna is the dried leaf and petiole ofLawsonia alba Lam. (Lawsonia inermis L.). It may be identified by its characteristic odor and by characteristic plant histology.





(b)Specifications. Henna shall conform to the following specifications:





It shall not contain more than 10 percent of plant material fromLawsonia alba Lam. (Lawsonia inermis L.) other than the leaf and petiole, and shall be free from admixture with material from any other species of plant.





Moisture, not more than 10 percent.





Total ash, not more than 15 percent.





Acid-insoluble ash, not more than 5 percent.





Lead (as Pb), not more than 20 parts per million.





Arsenic (as As), not more than 3 parts per million.





(c)Uses and restrictions. The color additive henna may be safely used for coloring hair only. It may not be used for coloring the eyelashes or eyebrows, or generally in the area of the eye.





(d)Labeling. The label for henna shall bear the information required by 70.25 of this chapter and the following statements or their equivalent:





"Do not use in the area of the eye."





"Do not use on cut or abraded scalp."





(e)Exemption from certification. Certification of this color additive for the prescribed use is not necessary for the protection of the public health and therefore batches thereof are exempt from the certification requirements of section 721(c) of the act.





� Author’s collection: henna from early 1900’s intended for use as hair dye. B.Paul’s Black Henna Compound and Light Brown Henna Compound contained packets of pyrogallol and copper sulfate to create different dye colors. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ftc.gov/os/decisions/docs/vol46/vol46pg936-1014.pdf" ��http://www.ftc.gov/os/decisions/docs/vol46/vol46pg936-1014.pdf� (accessed December 17, 2012)


936 FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION DECISIONS


Syllabus 46 F. T. C.


IN THE MATTER or GUSTAVE GOLDSTEIN TRADING AS HUMANIA HAIR GOODS & SPECIALTY CO. COMPLAINT, AND MODIFIED FINDINGS AND ORDER IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914


Docket 5249. Complaint, Nov. 21, 19./;4—Dec<isi0n, -Jmte 16, 1950


Where an individual engaged in the interstate sale of certain cosmetic preparations for the skin, hair, and scalp; in advertising in catalogs distributed throughout the United States by the mails and by other means in commerce-—


(a) Represented that his “B. Paul’s Compound” for coloring the hair was composed of harmless ingredients and could be used without harmful effects; notwithstanding the fact that by virtue of its pyrogallic acid content, a caustic, use thereof would under certain conditions irritate the skin and


mucous membranes;





Page 2


HUMANIA HAIR GOODS & SPECIALTY co. 937 936 ' Complaint: after the reopening of the instant proceeding, that it consisted of 98 to 99 percent of henna (varying with the shade), together with small percentages of copper sulphate and pyrogallic acid, and that, when used in accordance with directions, it is unlikely to be seriously injurious to health;





� Author’s collection: 


Contents of Henna Neutral (Colorless):


	Lactose, corn starch, hydroxypropyl methyl cellulose, quaternium-5, henna





Contents of Henna:


	Henna





Contents of Henna for Black Hair:


	Lactose, cornstarch, hydroxypropyl methyl cellulose, quaternium-5, henna, iron oxides.
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HUMANIA HAIR GOODS & SPECIALTY co. 937 936 ' Complaint: after the reopening of the instant proceeding, that it consisted of 98 to 99 percent of henna (varying with the shade), together with small percentages of copper sulphate and pyrogallic acid, and that, when used in accordance with directions, it is unlikely to be seriously injurious to health;





� Author’s collection: 


Contents of Henna Neutral (Colorless):


	Lactose, corn starch, hydroxypropyl methyl cellulose, quaternium-5, henna





Contents of Henna:


	Henna





Contents of Henna for Black Hair:


	Lactose, cornstarch, hydroxypropyl methyl cellulose, quaternium-5, henna, iron oxides.





� Rani & Company. “RANI KONE HENNA BODY DECORATION PASTE.” 2012. http://www.ranikonehenna.com/web/ (accessed November 13, 2012)


“We are the leading manufacturer of the finest quality and the largest selling Henna in the world Since 1981 with the brand name of Rani Kone.





“We assure our products as the best in quality and are safe to use. We welcome suggestions from our consumers and act accordingly, as the consumers are of great importance to us, their satisfaction is what we strive for.





“Rani & Company is ISO 9001-2008 certified.


“We also possess Good Manufacturing Practice certificate.


“We have good practices and never use uncompetitive advantages to get ahead.


 “We work hard to deliver the best quality to our consumers.”
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“NAME : RANI KONE HENNA PASTE (ORIGINAL BROWN/RED)


MANUFACTURER : RANI (SAUDI ARABIA)


THE MOST POPULAR HENNA IN THE WORLD


WIDELY USED INTERNATIONALLY


 	Traditional HENNA packed in a different form for ease application and carry (Pocket size) 


Rani Kone really Defines and brings out the Designs  on hands & feet nicely making them look


more Attractive, Cool & Refreshed. Waterproof Henna Medically safe, has no side effects & no Irritation. Longer lasting Enhance your beauty”





� Bombay Jewel Gallery Art. “Shelly Henna Temporary Tattoo Paste Tube Fresh Mehandi Ready to use,” Bombayjewel.com. http://www.bombayjewel.com/Shelly-Henna-Temporary-Tattoo-Paste-Tube-p/hennapi.htm (accessed November 13, 2012)	


	“Henna Temporary Body Tattoo - Ancient body art for modern times....!


Shelly Mehandi Natural Henna Kit provides a very safe and painless way to create beautiful temporary body tattoos. This 100% PURE, ALL NATURAL, traditional red-brown Henna Kit contains NO artificial dyes or chemicals.


1 Shelly Henna Paste Tube - 30 grams each (ready to use, no mixing of powder)


3 Henna Paste Nozzles with each henna paste kit (one thin and pointed for precision and detailing,the other round and thick for stencils,


and the third is flat.) start your own Henna designs.


henna Design Paper - Attractive designs of Mehndi for hands and feet which can be used as a convenient guide while using the cone.


Do-it-yourself directions Guide - Simple and easy step by step instructions for applying the Shelly Henna Paste


Shipping: buy 6 Tube and pay only $5.99 shipping in US or $14 for International”





� Rani & Company. “RANI KONE HENNA BODY DECORATION PASTE.” 2012. http://www.ranikonehenna.com/web/ (accessed November 13, 2012)


“We are the leading manufacturer of the finest quality and the largest selling Henna in the world Since 1981 with the brand name of Rani Kone.





“We assure our products as the best in quality and are safe to use. We welcome suggestions from our consumers and act accordingly, as the consumers are of great importance to us, their satisfaction is what we strive for.





“Rani & Company is ISO 9001-2008 certified.


“We also possess Good Manufacturing Practice certificate.


“We have good practices and never use uncompetitive advantages to get ahead.


 “We work hard to deliver the best quality to our consumers.”





� Bombay Jewel Gallery Art. “Shelly Henna Temporary Tattoo Paste Tube Fresh Mehandi Ready to use,” Bombayjewel.com. http://www.bombayjewel.com/Shelly-Henna-Temporary-Tattoo-Paste-Tube-p/hennapi.htm (accessed November 13, 2012)	


	“Henna Temporary Body Tattoo - Ancient body art for modern times....!


Shelly Mehandi Natural Henna Kit provides a very safe and painless way to create beautiful temporary body tattoos. This 100% PURE, ALL NATURAL, traditional red-brown Henna Kit contains NO artificial dyes or chemicals.


1 Shelly Henna Paste Tube - 30 grams each (ready to use, no mixing of powder)


3 Henna Paste Nozzles with each henna paste kit (one thin and pointed for precision and detailing,the other round and thick for stencils,


and the third is flat.) start your own Henna designs.


henna Design Paper - Attractive designs of Mehndi for hands and feet which can be used as a convenient guide while using the cone.


Do-it-yourself directions Guide - Simple and easy step by step instructions for applying the Shelly Henna Paste


Shipping: buy 6 Tube and pay only $5.99 shipping in US or $14 for International”





� Ebay. “Rani Kone Cone High Quality Henna Paste ‘From Saudi’.” 2012. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Rani-Kone-Cone-High-Quality-Henna-Paste-From-Saudi-/150658196393" ��http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Rani-Kone-Cone-High-Quality-Henna-Paste-From-Saudi-/150658196393� (accessed November 13, 2012)


“NAME : RANI KONE HENNA PASTE (ORIGINAL BROWN/RED)


MANUFACTURER : RANI (SAUDI ARABIA)


THE MOST POPULAR HENNA IN THE WORLD


WIDELY USED INTERNATIONALLY


 	Traditional HENNA packed in a different form for ease application and carry (Pocket size) 


Rani Kone really Defines and brings out the Designs  on hands & feet nicely making them look


more Attractive, Cool & Refreshed. Waterproof Henna Medically safe, has no side effects & no Irritation. Longer lasting Enhance your beauty”





� Divine Henna.  May 2012. “Rani Henna Kone: Product review.” Divinehenna.com.  � HYPERLINK "http://divinehenna.com.au/?p=1126" ��http://divinehenna.com.au/?p=1126� (accessed November 13, 2012)


Posted by nicki on May 4, 2012 in Blog | 0 comments	


“This tube of henna was picked up on a wild henna shopping spree in Melbourne. I trawled through innumerable Lebanese stores searching out henna products with my finely tuned, sonic henna radar. I found some different powders and a couple of different brands of tubes and a henna nail colour.





“I tested the Rani henna cone a few days ago and was immediately struck by the ammonia or something-from-a-hairdresser’s smell. So we know its not straight henna and probably has something a bit strong to keep the colour. In fact all henna designed to sit around on shelves for months or years must have chemicals (or something strong) to allow it to keep its colour. So beware of this stuff if you have sensitive skin or allergies and do a patch test.





“So the Rani cone smells funny and it also looks funny, kind of jelly like. And an hour after application I find that it doesn’t dry. And the tube tip got blocked.





“So I got impatient with the drying time andremoved the paste before it was dry. I was a bit alarmed to find my skin kind of raised and a little ‘bubbly’(!). I read the instructions and it suggested applying oil or moisturiser immediately after paste removal (yeah , yeah I should have read the instructions). This did take a way the ‘bubbling.’ The instructions also said after while I had to wash it ( a real no, no in henna land).





“Two days later I have some bright orange henna on my palm, it never oxidised, that is it never darkened, its the same colour with slightly blurrier lines as when I removed the paste. (For those who haven’t had henna before henna usually takes up to 48 hours to get its full colour.)”





�  FDA U.S. Food and Drug Administration. IA #53-19, 8/5/97 -IMPORT ALERT #53-19, "DETENTION WITHOUT PHYSICAL EXAMINATION OF HENNA BASED SKIN COLOR." Attachment Revised 01/29/01. FDA U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. January 29, 2001.    http://web.archive.org/web/20010610000815/http://www.fda.gov/ora/fiars/ora_import_ia5319.html (accessed December 8, 2012)TYPE OF ALERT: Detention Without Physical Examination


               (Note: This import alert represents the agency's


               current guidance to FDA field personnel regarding


               the manufacturer or product at issue.  It does not


               create or confer any rights for or on any


               individual and does not operate to bind FDA or the


               public.)





PRODUCT:       Henna powder





PRODUCT CODE:  53F[][]02





PROBLEM:       ***Unsafe color additive


             [OASIS CHARGE CODE= COSM COLOR - ADULTERATION]***





PAC FOR COLLECTION:    29002





PAF:           COL (Colors in foods & cosmetics)





COUNTRY:       Pakistan (PK,)





MANUFACTURER:  ***SEE ATTACHMENT***








FEI:         ***SEE ATTACHMENT***





CHARGE:        "The article is subject to refusal of admission  pursuant to Section 801(a)(3) in that the article  appears not to be a hair dye and it appears to bear  or contain, for the purpose of decorating the skin, a color additive which is unsafe within the meaning


               of Section 721(a) [Adulteration, Section 601(e)]."





RECOMMENDING OFFICE:        Los Angeles district, IOB (HFR-PA200)





REASON FOR ALERT:         In April, 1997, LOS-DO examined two shipments of a


               hair color product, brand names Zarqa and Almas for color additives.  Neither product has


               directions for use.  However, the labels for both  products declare henna as the sole ingredient and


               depict designs on the hands and feet.





               The color additive regulation 21 CFR 73.2190 specifically allows for the safe use of henna in


               coloring the hair only.  The regulation does not  allow for the safe use of henna to make colored


               designs directly on the skin, including the hands  and feet.





GUIDANCE:      Districts may detain, without physical sampling and analysis, all entries of henna based color ***products*** from the***firms listed in the attachment of this Import Alert.***





For questions or issues concerning science, science  policy, sample collection, analysis, preparation, or analytical methodology, contact the Division of  Field Sience at (301) 443-3320 or 3007.





PRIORITIZATION GUIDANCE:      II





FOI:           No purging required.





KEYWORDS:      Henna, hair dye, color, hair color, Almas, Zarqa





PREPARED BY:   Jack Geltman, DIOP, (301) 443-6553.





DATE LOADED INTO FIARS:    February 2, 2000                    ***ATTACHMENT TO IA 53-19               01/29/01








Harumal Gangaram & Co.             Henna/53Y[][]99


171 Samuel Street (Khoja Galli)    4/28/00


Masjid Bunder, Bombay -400 009


India


FEI #3002926979





     	 And





Babulal Brijbhushan


Unknown Address, Sojat City


India


FEI #3002983470





Hesh Pharma                        Henna Powder


B/3, Singh, Industrial Estate No. 1     53F- -01


Ram Handir Road, Goregaon (W)      53G- -99


Mumbai, 400 014, India             10/25/00


FEI #3003110600





M. Manzoor & Co.


13 Sind Market Ma Jinnah Rd.


Karachi, Pakistan


FEI #1000192695





***Mehran Spice Industries***


   	P.O. Box 3226


  	 Shersha, Pakistan


  	 FEI #3002903207***





Nasil                              Rani Kone Henna Paste


F. -124 S.I.T.E.                   53F[][]02


Karachi, Pakistan                  53G[][]99


FEI #3003218667                    1/29/01





Federal Exports International            Herbal Henna Pack / 53F--01


166 Double Storey                                       53G---


New Rajinder Nagar                 9/19/00


New Delhi, IN


FEI#  3003065710





Zaiqua Food Industries                  Henna Powder


51/9 Sector 15                     53F--02


Korangi Industrial Zone                 53F--003


Karachi, Pakistan                       9/28/00


FEI #3002480175





� FDA U. S. Food and Drug Administration. “Temporary Tattoos and Henna/Mehndi” April 18, 2001. U. S. Food and Drug Administration Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition Office of Cosmetics and Colors Fact Sheet.  http://web.archive.org/web/20010821081438/http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/cos-tatt.html (accessed December 10, 2012)


“What about henna, or mehndi?


Henna, a coloring made from a plant, is approved only for use as a hair dye, not for direct application to the skin, as in the body-decorating process known as mehndi. This unapproved use of a color additive makes these products adulterated and therefore illegal. An import alert is in effect for henna intended for use on the skin. FDA has received reports of injuries to the skin from products marketed as henna.”





� Author’s collection, henna purchased in Jackson Heights, NY, market, 2003.


� http://www.bioch.ox.ac.uk/~jr/henna/discuss/discuss.html, outgrew the university server, and was registered as an independent website, hennapage.com .


� Rowntree, J. 1995. “Henna painted hands 11 June 1995.”  � HYPERLINK "http://users.ox.ac.uk/~rowntree/gallery/3.html" ��http://users.ox.ac.uk/~rowntree/gallery/3.html� (accessed November 17, 2012)


� Rowntree, J. 1995. “Henna painted hands 11 June 1995.”  � HYPERLINK "http://users.ox.ac.uk/~rowntree/gallery/3.html" ��http://users.ox.ac.uk/~rowntree/gallery/3.html� (accessed November 17, 2012)


� Ed. Kraak, M. 2001. Users of Maps on the Web. Web Cartography. Van Elzakker, C. P. J. M.  Taylor and Francis, London. p 41


� Ed. Kraak, M. 2001. Users of Maps on the Web. Web Cartography. Van Elzakker, C. P. J. M.  Taylor and Francis, London. p 41


� Landweber, L.1995. from Castells, M. 1998, End of Millenium Vol III, The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture. Blackwell, Oxford.  p.94


� Ed. Kraak, M. 2001. Users of Maps on the Web. Web Cartography. Van Elzakker, C. P. J. M.  Taylor and Francis, London. p 38


� Landweber, L.1995. from Castells, M. 1998, End of Millenium Vol III, The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture. Blackwell, Oxford.  p.94


� Ed. Kraak, M. 2001. Users of Maps on the Web. Web Cartography. Van Elzakker, C. P. J. M.  Taylor and Francis, London. p 38


� Ave-Atque-Vale. Comment, “hahahaha …” posted to Hail and Farewell, 2012,  accessed November 23, 2012, http://ave-atque-vale.tumblr.com/post/30004405439/image-description-screenshot-of-facebook-photo  


“[Image description: screenshot of Facebook photo and its comment page. Photo shows white girl displaying mehndi on her hands. The relevant comment reads, “Love it! I like how it looks on people with light skin. The artistry stands out so much better.”]





“hahahaha, FUCK YOU FUCK YOU FUCK YOU. yeah everything is so much fucking better with or on white people! INCLUDING THIS! Indian bridal mehndi: sorry, desi folk, it’s nice that you came up with something so pretty, but white people just wear it better!





“it’s a fucking ancient practice described in the earliest Vedic texts, used during festivals and holy days and weddings. it’s a beautiful part of my culture that I love, something I linger over in old family wedding photos, something I’ve worn to temple and during festivals, something I plan to wear at my own wedding someday. and guess what, y’all? apparently, I WILL NEVER DO IT AS WELL AS WHITE PEOPLE.





“I experienced an honest-to-God rage blackout when I found this bullshit on my Facebook newsfeed this morning. It was in no way helped when I tried searching for mehndi photos on Pinterest, and like 50% of them were white girls.





“I just cannot deal with white people who decide that other cultures are so ~COOL~ and ~EXOTIC~ and want a piece. You can look, but don’t touch, okay? Just don’t. I’m glad you think that our “henna tattoos” are so pretty, but before you decide that you want to wear my culture’s clothes and body art and jewelry, before you decide that we’ve created something worthy of your notice so you’ll just swoop in and lift it wholesale, wear my fucking skin for a day.





“Wear my brown skin. Listen to the bullshit you hear when you wear saris and mehndi and bindis, listen to people calling you “dothead” and making fun of your accent and thinking your dad is a terrorist. Wear my brown skin under your fucking henna. You want my culture, don’t fucking half-ass it, you motherfucking white imperialist thief. Take all of it. Take the racism, take the hatred, take the bullshit. Take my wounded civilization forever marked by white imperialism and colonialism, my religion misrepresented and demonized by white missionaries. Take all of it, do you hear me?





“Take all of it and live with it, live with it and love it alongside the pain and grief and fear. And then fucking tell me how pretty you look in mehndi.





“Goddamn white people. This is why we can’t have nice things. I literally cannot check my goddamn Facebook or fuck around having some fun on Pinterest without some jackass reminding me of my place in the world, reminding me that even when my culture isn’t the object of outright derision and hatred, it’s going to be exoticized and stolen and “so much better” when it’s performed by people with white skin.





“These same people will naturally totally fail to understand why you’re pissed off because how it can be racist when the perpetrator just really LIKES something, they’re celebrating your culture (by stealing it, after trampling it and shaming you for it), omg WHY ARE YOU BEING SO MEAN?!”





� Umm Fauziyah. Comment, “Re: How to get black henna...” posted to The Henna Page Discussion Forum July 07, 1997, accessed November 14, 2013, http://web.archive.org/web/20010520022733/http://www.hennapage.com/henna/discuss/messages/853.html   Posted by umm fauziyah on December 05, 1997 at 04:55:48:


In Reply to: Re: How to get black henna... posted by jennifer on July 07, 1997 at 18:05:36:


“I am rather concerned about so-called henna artists with experience that spans a whole of one or two years who claim to be the authority on henna.  A very dear friend has referred to the popularity in henna as another form of "cultural plagarism". When something that the non-white, non-Anglo, non-Christian, non-western society does anything for generations, it has been declared as backward, unattractive, old-fashioned, strange, etc., etc. However, when appreciated by a popular figure (like Demi Moore) out come the "specialists" and "authorities" to tell us what our mother's mother told us when we were babies.


Masha Allah.


Thanks for letting me vent.”
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� Hennapage.com. 2006. Clustrmap. Clustrmaps.com


� Kellerman, A.  2002. The Internet on Earth: A Geography of Information. John Wiley and Sons, LTD. p 6. 


� Brown, J. F., Duguid, P. 2002. The Social Life of Information. Harvard Business School Press.  Boston Mass.  p. 128.


� Kellerman, A. 2002.  The Internet on Earth: A Geography of Information. John Wiley and Sons LTD.. Chichester, England. pp. 1 - 4


� Amelia Dręgiewicz. Comment “eatting chinese food, listening to spanish music, drawing indian ar,t” posted to Amelia Dręgiewicz Facebook. November 27, 2012 https://www.facebook.com/amelia.dregiewicz (accessed November 27, 2012)


    	Amelia Dręgiewicz, “eatting chinese food, listening to spanish music, drawing indian art”





        	Prateek Gangopadhyay, “And how it feels?”





    	Amelia Dręgiewicz, “it seems to me that it fits together ;)”





        	Prateek Gangopadhyay, “You can opt for Indian music too.”





 	Kendra Williams “And writing on FB in English... I think you are definitely multicultural !!!”





       	 Amelia Dręgiewicz,  “and I am Polish! :P”





   	  Prateek Gangopadhyay,  “No comments! :-P”





� Yusuf, H. 2008. No Henna for Suleri. Himal Southasian. The Southasia Trust, GPO Box: 24393, Kathmandu, Nepal  � HYPERLINK "http://www.himalmag.com/component/content/article/1027-no-henna-for-suleri.html" ��http://www.himalmag.com/component/content/article/1027-no-henna-for-suleri.html� (accessed November 24, 2012) 


“… it confirm(s) preconceived notions about places such as Southasia as ostentatious, exotic, spiritual and static… Southasia as the West would see it – laden with its hennaed hands, jasmine flowers in long hair, and innocent women – while not simultaneously showing the sometimes squalid truths of everyday realities, are involved in what Suleri dubs ‘third-person consciousness’. “It’s the anguished position of always seeing yourself as the other would see you.”





� Yusuf, H. 2008. No Henna for Suleri. Himal Southasian. The Southasia Trust, GPO Box: 24393, Kathmandu, Nepal  � HYPERLINK "http://www.himalmag.com/component/content/article/1027-no-henna-for-suleri.html" ��http://www.himalmag.com/component/content/article/1027-no-henna-for-suleri.html� (accessed November 24, 2012) 


� � HYPERLINK "http://celebslife.net/category/madonna/page/11/" ��http://celebslife.net/category/madonna/page/11/� (accessed January 29, 2012)


� Leonard, C. Madonna. 1998. "Frozen.” Ray of Light.  Maverick Records.


Frozen was released as the lead single from the album on February 23, 1998 by Maverick Records. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://celebslife.net/category/madonna/page/11/" ��http://celebslife.net/category/madonna/page/11/� (accessed January 29, 2012)


� Wilde, L. 1999. The Art of Mehndi: Sumita Batra, Henna body Painter to the Stars. Penguin Studio. Cover. 


"When Sumita hennas my hands and feet, I am transported to another time and place-


a world of magic, passion and romance." - MADONNA





� Fashion UKS.com. 2011. madonna-henna-tattoo-usa-body-art. � HYPERLINK "http://fashionuks.com/henna/eid-ul-fitr-celebrity-henna-tattoo-usa-and-mehndi-body-art-indian-celebrity/attachment/madonna-henna-tattoo-usa-body-art/" ��http://fashionuks.com/henna/eid-ul-fitr-celebrity-henna-tattoo-usa-and-mehndi-body-art-indian-celebrity/attachment/madonna-henna-tattoo-usa-body-art/� (accessed November 23, 2012)


� Ziba Beauty. “Why Is Ziba Beauty The Secret of The Stars?” Zibafranchise.com. 2012. http://zibafranchise.com/research-ziba-beauty/why-is-ziba-beauty-the-secret-of-the-stars/ (accessed November 24, 2012)


“When Ziba Beauty opened in the 1980s in Los Angeles, we thought we would service Asian and Indian women. We did and word spread. Eventually, we started attracting non-Asian friends of our clients, including influential people working in makeup and styling in the movie industry.


A stylist once wore Ziba Beauty mehndi to a party and started a trend – high profile entertainers began adopting Asian beauty methods into their appearances.


Perhaps you noticed the intricate mehndi designs that actress Liv Tyler sported in a Vanity Fair photo spread. Batra did those herself; it’s one of our proudest moments. Word got out, and soon Madonna and Hilary Duff were coming into Ziba locations for mehndi and glitter mehndi work for their music videos.”





� Watanabe, T. 2008. Beauty salon chain is sued in labor dispute. Former Ziba workers say they put in long hours with no breaks. Los Angeles Times.  June 23, 2008. � HYPERLINK "http://articles.latimes.com/2008/jun/23/local/me-beauty23" ��http://articles.latimes.com/2008/jun/23/local/me-beauty23� (accessed November 27, 2012)





“For two decades, Ziba Beauty salons have brought the ancient Indian techniques of eyebrow threading and henna tattoos to a clientele that has included Madonna, Gwen Stefani, Salma Hayek and Naomi Campbell.





“Ziba Chief Executive Sumita Batra, 39, and her staff have styled models for Vanity Fair and Rolling Stone magazines and TV shows "America's Next Top Model" and "Extreme Makeover."


But now Batra and her family partners are accused of building their business by exploiting workers, many of them female immigrants. Former Ziba workers filed a class action lawsuit last week alleging the owners of the 11-store salon chain failed to give them the minimum wage, overtime compensation and meal and rest breaks.





“The plaintiffs include Payal Modi of India and Bishnu Shahani from Nepal, who say they were paid as little as $4 an hour at the salon, denied rest breaks and required to deliver hours of free henna tattooing services at parties.





“The women, who say they were fired in January for challenging the salon's labor contracts, have since opened their own salon in Culver City.





"A lot of people don't read or speak English. They don't know California law," said Modi, who immigrated to Los Angeles in 2001. "So we have to fight for them."





“Batra declined an interview request. But her attorney, Navneet Chugh, denied the allegations. All of the salon's beauty workers receive medical benefits, lunch and rest breaks and legal wages, he said. In 2007, three-fourths of the 60 beauty workers on the payroll earned between $18,000 and $55,000 a year plus tips, he said.”





� The Thread.  “ Madonna's Best Costumes Ever”  Shine. Yahoo.Inc. 2012. � HYPERLINK "http://shine.yahoo.com/photos/madonnas-best-costumes-ever-slideshow/-photo-2436632-201000766.html" ��http://shine.yahoo.com/photos/madonnas-best-costumes-ever-slideshow/-photo-2436632-201000766.html� (accessed November 17, 2012)


“Performing "Shanti / Ashtangi" at the 1998 MTV VMAs


To promote her new "Ray of Light" album Madonna appeared on stage with many arms to resemble Kali, the Hindu goddess. This look single-handedly started the henna tattoo craze.”
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� Fashion UKS.com. 2011. madonna-henna-tattoo-usa-body-art. � HYPERLINK "http://fashionuks.com/henna/eid-ul-fitr-celebrity-henna-tattoo-usa-and-mehndi-body-art-indian-celebrity/attachment/madonna-henna-tattoo-usa-body-art/" ��http://fashionuks.com/henna/eid-ul-fitr-celebrity-henna-tattoo-usa-and-mehndi-body-art-indian-celebrity/attachment/madonna-henna-tattoo-usa-body-art/� (accessed November 23, 2012)
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“Madonna's Bad Karma Stirs Hindu Hullabaloo


“Madonna fended off new charges of religious blasphemy yesterday. The Material Mom, who has riled the Catholic Church almost as often as the Pope has uttered the Lord's Prayer, now has offended a Hindu group.





The World Vaishnava Association wants the singer to apologize for what it sees as her  sacrilegious performance on last week's MTV Video Awards. The group issued a statement from its U.S. base in Sacramento this weekend condemning her for wearing henna marriage markings, which represent purity, while "gyrating in a sexually suggestive manner" and wearing "clothing


through which her nipples were clearly visible."





"The essence of purity and divinity is nonjudgment. They should practice what they preach. If they're so pure, why are they watching MTV?" Madonna said through her publicist Liz Rosenberg, who described the yoga-practicing singer as "very surprised" by the criticism.





"She certainly had no intention of insulting anyone. On the other hand, I personally don't see that an apology is in order," Rosenberg said. "I don't think this organization is necessarily speaking for an entire community. A number of Indian magazines have requested photos of her because they


thought she looked so beautiful."





"She doesn't know why they're picking on her," added Rosenberg, who noted that Gwen Stefani,  lead singer of No Doubt, also wears the henna symbols. "Why don’t they pick on Gwen Stefani?"
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“Performing "Shanti / Ashtangi" at the 1998 MTV VMAs


To promote her new "Ray of Light" album Madonna appeared on stage with many arms to resemble Kali, the Hindu goddess. This look single-handedly started the henna tattoo craze.”
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“When you know that its aim is to provide a representation of the cultural experience of young Bengali women in London, you might try to understand its visual and textual signs in these terms.  What we see is a woman stitching together different materials, - blue denim and silk – associated with ‘West’ and ‘East.’ The woman’s henna-patterned-hands and bracelets suggest the pleasures of celebrations, while the sewing machine’s associations are with the sort of poorly-paid work that many Bengali women in Britain do at home or in small factories.”
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� “Habba Alert: Black Henna Fingertips. Myself?” Danderma.  2012. accessed December 2, 2012. http://www.danderma.co/?p=18509  


“Well, ever since I was a child I’ve loathed henna. I hated the smell, the way they made pouches out of your hands covered in fabric, the tint of orange, the mess. I might have been the only little girl in the 80′s who ran a mile away whenever I saw or smelt a whiff of henna. Never a fan, never will be.





“As a child one of my aunts told me, in order to get me to put henna on, that heaven smelled like henna and I started screaming hysterically that I didn’t want to go to heaven. I didn’t calm down until I was told I had the option to not smell henna in heaven. God only knows how true that is.





“M on May 1, 2012 at 15:53.


“I hate henna too!!! Especially on the fingers and finger nails…it just doesnt look good to me! Plus the smell especially in summer is awfullllll





“vishal on October 14, 2012 at 17:00.


“i hate henna too…smell too bad…what to do…tell me”





� Lifestyle Sabla.  “Are you a henna fanatic?”  English Sabla Discussion Forum. 2009.  Oman. � HYPERLINK "http://www.englishsabla.com/forum/archive/index.php/t-67119.html" ��http://www.englishsabla.com/forum/archive/index.php/t-67119.html� (accessed December 17, 2012)


Are You A Henna Fanatic?





Kitten 19-09-09, 01:42 PM


“Eid's on the way and the majority of the Khaleejis apply Henna at this time of year. So how many of you girls like to have her hands decorated with Henna? A poll would do,


Are you a henna fanatic? - Yes. - No. And how do you like your Henna? Which type of Henna do you prefer?”





Kitten 19-09-09, 01:42 PM


“I'm not a major fan of Henna, but on occasions like Eid, I'd go for black henna without the filling.”





Miss Twix 19-09-09, 01:44 PM


“I love henna and i do it in special occasions like Eid... I hate black henna, i did it once and i got this stupid bad rash on ma hands.. since i did henna before couple of months i dont feel like doing it for this eid.. anyways i love the henna's smell and the design it looks awesome :D”





Muggle 19-09-09, 02:33 PM


“I hate henna! I find the smell disgusting. I used to get it done once in a blue moon but a few days later I'd get sick of it and I'd want nice, clean hands again :P.The last time I had it done was around 3 years ago and it was a simple design and only on the upper side of one hand. I like my hands to be clean of everything, with the exception of nailpolish.”





delta619 19-09-09, 02:43 PM


“dislike the smell.... mom used to apply it on herself on those rare days i never used to venture around the kitchen and living room!!!”





Hazel 19-09-09, 03:06 PM


“I LOVE HENNA , and i love the smell. I DONT feel the Eid without putting henna :d


ill post my henna pic later..I Posted via Mobile Device”





Innocent 19-09-09, 03:40 PM


“I like henna, But I hate applying it on my legs and fingers.. never tried Black henna.”





Storm 19-09-09, 03:47 PM


“I love Henna :love: I put henna all time - especially in Eid and different occasions”





Cherry 19-09-09, 05:11 PM


“I'm not a henna fanatic, but I've already got mine done for Eid:)”





Hazel 19-09-09, 05:14 PM


� HYPERLINK "http://i116.photobucket.com/albums/o36/sanoora/DSC01083.jpg" ��http://i116.photobucket.com/albums/o36/sanoora/DSC01083.jpg�





Innocent 19-09-09, 05:20 PM


“Love the henna design Copyright. ^”





Abdullah 19-09-09, 05:50 PM


“I voted yes :p. I hate the smell of Henna. I hate it so much! and I always hate how women fingers and toes look like after the henna disappears. They look like cockroaches! Long live BrAiKi”





Hazel 19-09-09, 05:55 PM


“thanks innocent freeze: i hope you get a wife who cannot live without henna :d”





XgirL 19-09-09, 05:57 PM


“I HATE it !! the smell is gross, disgusting ...etc ! not my thing at all! I was forced to put henna for my aunt's wedding couple of years ago and thats it!!”





Frozen Flame 19-09-09, 06:11 PM


“^Lovely Design copyright. i love black henna, cuz we muslims cant have tattos -.- but anyways i hate Red henna when it fades and sometimes the smell makes me sick”





Nerda 19-09-09, 08:05 PM


“i loooove Henna so much and i le the smell of Henna =D i wait for weedings and Eid just to put Henna but too bad this Eid i wont put Heena”





xlilyx 19-09-09, 08:31 PM


“i lone henna espically the smell i dunno wt type it is its the brown red one :P”





Fact HearT 19-09-09, 08:34 PM


“It looks good on those young girls.. in its first days though, BUT when it starts to disappear I HATE IT :yuk:”





Nella 19-09-09, 08:39 PM


“I like henna. it's nice :) not a fanatic though. I hate the smell of Henna. I hate it so much! and I always hate how women fingers and toes look like after the henna disappears. They look like cockroaches! Encore!! hahaha!”





Joori 20-09-09, 12:52 AM


“Love it, but hate the smell. Yet I still put it on accasions and sometimes when I feel like it. I always apply the normal Henna, cause I don't like the black one. However, when it's comes to the design, I'm very picky.”





Emie 20-09-09, 12:55 AM


“yes i am :)”





Matiii 20-09-09, 04:57 AM


“I hate the smell ! -.- But I so love the henna on my baby sis's hands .. so cute !“ 





~*Peony 20-09-09, 05:44 AM


“Ughh I hate it's smell! The only one time I applied brown henna was when I was 5 years old or something! Haha and I absolutely hated it. Only starting from 2 years ago, I started applying again, but only for special occasions like Eid.. of course since I absolutely hate the smell, I go for the black one with really simple designs. Don't like my hands to be too crowded. :P”





Superbia 20-09-09, 01:21 PM


“I love it :heart:”





 J'adore 20-09-09, 01:39 PM


“I'm not a fan, I think it looks ugly. If I HAD to choose, I'd pick the black over the orangish red color, any day.”





Miss_Crocodilo 20-09-09, 02:32 PM


I'm allergic to Henna (all types of Henna). So I would go for a no.”





Angel_Eyes 20-09-09, 02:38 PM


“I like henna. I like the smell too, but I'm not a fanatic. I've not put on henna for eid (or for any occasion) for more than 5 years. :os”





Charm 20-09-09, 04:27 PM


“Am no big fan of Henna but if I had to put it than I'd suck it up & put it, lol.”





Sarz 22-09-09, 01:11 PM


“YES!


“I love henna, love putting on for myself or on other people's hands (mainly siblings at the moment, still not good) I adore the smell <3”





pixie girl 23-09-09, 04:03 PM


“I like the way it looks but the smell gives me a headache >”





ShorrtY 25-09-09, 12:54 PM


“i don't do "na8sh" i'd draw skulls rrrr instruments or 7arakat weird objects, drawing r writings.”





NaBHaN 26-09-09, 01:23 PM


“I like the way Dark Henna looks, almost like a tatoo, and it doesn't smell as bad as the lighter brown/orange-ish one, but generally I am not in favor of it, the smell is a turn off for me.”





Tinta 26-09-09, 01:31 PM


“I love henna. I love the feeling when I just applied henna and wake up in the morning with the scent of it, and dark brown designs. :heart: But what I hate the most is like after a week of henna in my hand it starts to fade away in a really icky way.”





death rose  28-09-09, 12:56 AM


“i Loooove henna! and im doing henna sudani for next eid :D (looks better on me) the black one”





Booth 28-09-09, 01:27 AM


“I like Henna only when it's one day old, before or after that I hate it.”





El Rey 28-09-09, 01:33 AM


“I love the henna on girls :love:”





Tinta 28-09-09, 01:49 AM


“Shorty, I don't think that;s considered henna :p”





M!nT 28-09-09, 04:13 AM


“I love the way henna looks the first few days! but most of the times I am too lazy to apply henna on my hands =P


I try to have more patience in special occasions like eid though, but I agree with you guys.. I hate the smell + I hate it when it fades away or leaves orange marks on your nails that hardly go away!


blue-bling





01-10-09, 01:22 AM I am a big fan of Henna <3<3 And the awesome thing is that it stays for long in my hand :angel:  But I have been told that the Sudani Henna is not good from the skin?”





Booth  01-10-09, 02:14 AM


“^Yeah, it has many harmful chemicals that are bad for the skin, it's also disapproved by the Health Ministry.”





FAITH86 01-10-09, 02:13 PM


“I hate it. I hate its smell!”





Pecadora	 19-07-10, 01:58 AM


“Love it! Just had it done yesterday =D I don't need an occasion to get it done, whenever I feel like it, I do it =D! The smell doesn't bother me thank god, I can live smelling it for a while hehe! But I don't like it have it on my nails! Takes ages to go. So I just go with hands and feet!”





business girl 20-07-10, 05:38 PM


“i like henna i mean i brefare if its simple Khaliji style but i hate the hindi style”





Gypsy 20-07-10, 05:44 PM


“I like doing the design and how it is on others... but personally I can't stand the smell, nor the patients to sit while it gets dry.... I think I stopped putting Hina about 10years back now.”





Alex Belucci 20-07-10, 05:46 PM


I HATE the smell of Henna. I even remember once when I was a kid I asked someone older: 'When I get married do I have to put Henna?' lool!





FLORENTYNA 20-07-10, 05:50 PM


“No I am not a fan!!!”





Elvira 20-07-10, 06:05 PM


“I hate henna, I hate how it smells. >< Buut! It looks nice on some people:p.”





Lacrymosa 21-07-10, 08:48 PM


“No. I don't like wearing henna because it hides the beauty of my hands. :p Haha :XD:”





Listen2theOcean 21-07-10, 08:51 PM


“I do love henna and put it sometimes”





Superbia 21-07-10, 09:43 PM


“I think it looks really pretty, especially the black kind of henna, as it makes the designs stand out much more. I don't get it done frequently, but when I do I really love it!”





Abu Eliyas 22-07-10, 03:03 AM


“OMG henna thread :p:os:mmhmm:”





Assim 23-07-10, 02:37 AM


“I never had a problem with the smell, so it never bothered me if someone was nearby me with the henna smell. As for the simple henna designs, it looks good on girls' hands, I just don't like the crowded/detailed henna.”





Booth 23-07-10, 02:44 AM


“I'm starting to like the Sudani (Black) one more now, it has all the advantages except the health thingy. Simple designs look cute with the black one. Red one should be very delicate to look good, which is why I banned it from my hands.”





Loso 23-07-10, 03:11 AM


“Its ok as long as its simple and not A LOT About the smell its ok too :p”





Loso 23-07-10, 03:12 AM


Voted for nothing :P





ChezChez 23-07-10, 03:16 AM


“I love it and I love the smell. :love:”





Beach_lover 23-07-10, 12:41 PM


“I dont like henna, its just much like Indian tradition..”





MooNi 25-07-10, 12:11 AM


“Hate it and hate it's smell yuck yuuuuck :Sick:”





BrAiKi 26-07-10, 03:29 AM


“I hate the smell of Henna. I hate it so much! and I always hate how women fingers and toes look like after the henna disappears. They look like cockroaches! I still hate Henna. :yuk:”





Rummy 26-07-10, 04:08 PM


“I so love henna :love: but given how busy my schedule is, I never get the chance to have it on my hands.”





Hardcore Beauty 26-07-10, 07:34 PM


“I love Henna. :heart: I think that it's the best accessory a girl could wear on her hands.”
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� The Mindful Body. Bodywork & Holistic Lifestyle Education. “Celebrate Life's Beauty” � HYPERLINK "http://amindfulbody.com/mehendi/" ��http://amindfulbody.com/mehendi/� (accessed December 1, 2012)


“Mehendi is ancient art of applying sacred yantras (symbolic designs used to balanceand focus energy) onto the hands and feet with henna paste (a paste made from the powdered leaves of the henns plant and often infused with essential oils). Once the paste is applied, it is left on the skin for 6-8 hours and when it is washed off, it leaves behind a beautiful, dark burgundy stain that lasts 1-2 weeks. Ad the henna paste dries and it's drying properties sink into the skin, it carries with it the sacred blessings and intentions of the yantras that have been applied, infusing them deep into the soul.”





� Mehndi Dream Meditation Workshop. “EnshrineDesign: Henna Body Adornment.” EnshrineDesign. November 14, 2010, accessed December 1, 2012, https://www.facebook.com/events/146003998774778/


A journey to discover sacred spirit totems


“Behind every tattoo or body marking is a vast tribal history either within the context of an individual’s birth family, consciously chosen community or personal spiritual journey. In this two-hour workshop, the first hour will delve into the history of Mehndi (henna), its physical origins, and multiple uses throughout history in both practical and sacred contexts. Participants will be en...couraged to share their past self body adorning memories of markers, pen o r even permanent “ink” as we collectively explore the poignancy of adorning our bodies. We will discuss the Western contemporary fascination with permanent tattoos and temporary henna in the past decades.





“Following this discussion there will be a guided meditation so that each of us may uncover any sacred spirit totem that speaks to us. It will be a meditation that merges our sacred vessel body; that which is the Adorned, with the sacred etheric body where we connect to the worlds of spirit. Each participant will get to know their own totem and why it appeared to them.





“Finally, with assistance and instructions for henna, we will then adorn one another with the image of ones totem.”





� Mehndi Mama Carrin. “Quantum Mehndi -Divinatory henna body art for emotional, cellular, & DNA re-patterning” Mehndimama.com. 2004. http://www.mehndimama.com/quantum.html (accessed December 1, 2012)


 “Mehndi is a time honoring, prehistoric tradition. It is an ancient sacred art form that has been used for centuries to bless & adorn.Integrating ancient & contemporary I use the human body as the ultimate canvas for "Time is Art" Galactivation. I define Galactivation as utilizing frequency through all of its manifestations -sound, light, color, & cymatical (visual) representation- to activate/galactivate our consciousness for evolution.





“I combine sacred symbols from all time periods and cultures, along with astrological, planetary, lunar, and ancient time-keeping symbolism. I use gem essences, planetary essences, flower essences, & reiki, along with other frequency, energy, & quantum therapies to enhance the henna paste for specific intentions/frequencies. I then paint the meridian lines & areas of the body that correlate with these intentions.





“It is my belief that when painted with intention and frequency, we will activate our own biochemisterical/frequency field. And given the fact that we are very visually stimulated as a human race, every time we look at the design/frequency, it increases it's potency exponentially. Providing the receptivity to 'channel' the art that wants/needs to be on the body, the music that wants/needs to be heard, and the evolution that wants/needs to transpire.





“Human consciousness is evolving, and the navigation of frequency is essential.”
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“Q. What's in the Earth Henna kit paste solution?





“A. Ingredients are listed on our packaging:





   	“ Water sorbitol — corn


   	 Glycerin — vegetable


   	 Black walnut extract — tree


   	 Benzyl alcohol — flower oil, balsams


   	 Citric acid — fruit


    	Eucalyptus oil — tree


    	Disodium EDTA — processed salt


    	Lactic acid — sugar cane”
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� Author’s collection, Earth Henna Kit


� FDA U.S. Food and Drug Administration. IA #53-19, 8/5/97 -IMPORT ALERT #53-19, "DETENTION WITHOUT PHYSICAL EXAMINATION OF HENNA BASED SKIN COLOR." Attachment Revised 01/29/01. FDA U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. January 29, 2001.    http://web.archive.org/web/20010610000815/http://www.fda.gov/ora/fiars/ora_import_ia5319.html (accessed December 8, 2012)


IA #53-19, 8/5/97 -IMPORT ALERT #53-19, "DETENTION WITHOUT PHYSICAL


          	 EXAMINATION OF HENNA BASED SKIN COLOR" Attachment Revised 01/29/01





TYPE OF ALERT: Detention Without Physical Examination





(Note: This import alert represents the agency's current guidance to FDA field personnel regarding the manufacturer or product at issue.  It does not reate or confer any rights for or on any individual and does not operate to bind FDA or the public.)


	


PRODUCT:       Henna powder


PRODUCT CODE:  53F[][]02


PROBLEM:       ***Unsafe color additive


             		[OASIS CHARGE CODE= COSM COLOR - ADULTERATION]***


PAC FOR COLLECTION:    29002


PAF:           COL (Colors in foods & cosmetics)


COUNTRY:       Pakistan (PK,)


MANUFACTURER:  ***SEE ATTACHMENT***


FEI:         ***SEE ATTACHMENT***


CHARGE:        "The article is subject to refusal of admission pursuant to Section 801(a)(3) in that the article appears not to be a hair dye and it appears to bear or contain, for the purpose of  decorating the skin, a color additive which is unsafe within the meaning of Section 721(a) [Adulteration, Section 601(e)]."





RECOMMENDING OFFICE:        Los Angeles district, IOB (HFR-PA200)





REASON FOR ALERT:         In April, 1997, LOS-DO examined two shipments of a


               hair color product, brand names Zarqa and Almas, for color additives.  Neither product has


               directions for use.  However, the labels for both products declare henna as the sole ingredient and


               depict designs on the hands and feet.





               The color additive regulation 21 CFR 73.2190 specifically allows for the safe use of henna in


               coloring the hair only.  The regulation does not allow for the safe use of henna to make colored


               designs directly on the skin, including the hands and feet.





GUIDANCE:      Districts may detain, without physical sampling and analysis, all entries of henna based color ***products*** from the***firms listed in the attachment of this Import Alert.***





For questions or issues concerning science, science policy, sample collection, analysis, preparation, or analytical methodology, contact the Division of Field Science at (301) 443-3320 or 3007.


PRIORITIZATION GUIDANCE:      II


FOI:           No purging required.


KEYWORDS:      Henna, hair dye, color, hair color, Almas, Zarqa


PREPARED BY:   Jack Geltman, DIOP, (301) 443-6553.


DATE LOADED INTO FIARS:    February 2, 2000 ***ATTACHMENT TO IA 53-19               01/29/01





Harumal Gangaram & Co.             Henna/53Y[][]99


171 Samuel Street (Khoja Galli)    4/28/00


Masjid Bunder, Bombay -400 009


India





FEI #3002926979


      	And


Babulal Brijbhushan


Unknown Address, Sojat City


India





FEI #3002983470


Hesh Pharma                        Henna Powder


B/3, Singh, Industrial Estate No. 1     53F- -01


Ram Handir Road, Goregaon (W)      53G- -99


Mumbai, 400 014, India             10/25/00





FEI #3003110600


M. Manzoor & Co.


13 Sind Market Ma Jinnah Rd.


Karachi, Pakistan


FEI #1000192695


***Mehran Spice Industries***


   	P.O. Box 3226


   	Shersha, Pakistan





   	FEI #3002903207***


Nasil                              Rani Kone Henna Paste


F. -124 S.I.T.E.                   53F[][]02


Karachi, Pakistan                  53G[][]99





FEI #3003218667                    1/29/01


Federal Exports International            Herbal Henna Pack / 53F--01


166 Double Storey                                       53G---


New Rajinder Nagar                 9/19/00


New Delhi, IN





FEI#  3003065710


Zaiqua Food Industries                  Henna Powder


51/9 Sector 15                     53F--02


Korangi Industrial Zone                 53F--003


Karachi, Pakistan                       9/28/00


FEI #3002480175
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� Pitts, V. 2003. In the Flesh: The Cultural Politics of Body Modification. Palgrave Macmillan. Page 146-7


� Mehndi Body Art Henna Tattoo Stencil Kit. Author’s collection, purchased from Mr. Fun’s, 2008, Kent, Ohio. Mehndi Body Art Henna Tattoo Stencil Kit: black powder is labeled ‘100% natural henna, ’ with no further ingredient declaration


Temporary Henna Stencil Tattoo Kit


Apply tencil sticker of your favorite design


Apply henna paste


Wait 3-4 hours and remove sticker and dried henna paste.


You now have a new tattoo that will last up to 3 weeks depending on how well you maintain your tattoo and your skin type.  Professional Quality and Results.


Some contents may be imported from India and Pakistan. A Deep Product Distributed by Mehndi 


Body Art, Long Beach, Ca. 90808 





� Amunez Temporary Tattoos - Temporary tattoo paint.  Copyright © 1999 Amunez International. � HYPERLINK "http://web.archive.org/web/20010605181052/http://www.amunez.com/" ��http://web.archive.org/web/20010605181052/http://www.amunez.com/� (accessed December 15, 2012)


 Headquarters


Blok K, No 16,17,18,19


Siligitha,


Nusa Dua, Bali, 


Indonesia.


Tel/Fax: 62 361 771739


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:amunez@indo.net.id" ��amunez@indo.net.id�





� Black Henna. “BlackHenna.net Temporary tattoo paint in Super Black” blackhenna.net 2000. http://web.archive.org/web/20001004044543/http://blackhenna.net/cgi-local/shop.pl/page=acceuil.html (accessed August 12, 2013)


“Temporary tattoo paint in Super Black  for tattoos that are long lasting, durable, waterproof and easy to apply!





“blackhenna.net has been producing temporary tattoo paints since 1997. Our product is now sold in over 21 countries and is also used in the movie and pop music industry.





“The black henna paint is a Super Black, which can last on the skin for up to 14 days. There have been some reports of skin life up to 6 weeks.





“Other paints on the market are not as easy to prepare, apply and maintain. Our unique formula is for those who can't be bothered with arduous preparation of the skin and then, on going care and maintenance. With our product, once the powder and water is mixed, it's just a matter of applying the paint, give it 30 minutes to dry on the skin, wash the 'crusty residue' off properly....and then enjoy your tattoos for anywhere between 10days and 6 weeks. (the usual is10 to 15 days, but some have been known to last 6 weeks........it depends on your skin type).





�Amazing Body Art Supply.  “Black Henna Powder and Black Henna Tattoo Kits.”  Big Bang Products. 1999.  http://web.archive.org/web/19991128040841/http://www.amazingbodyart.com/newpage14.htm (accessed December 15, 2012)


Amazing BodyArt Hollywood! 


270 N. Canon Drive, Ste. 1934, Beverly Hills, California   90210


Ph: Toll Free (800) 825 - 6980   or   (310) 652-7754





� Black Henna Kits.  “NEVER AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC BEFORE!!!!!


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY BLACK HENNA.” Blackhennakits.com. 2001. 


Black Henna Kits


P.O. Box 450801


Sunrise, Fl 33345


(954)326-9211


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@blackhennakits.com" ��info@blackhennakits.com�





� Mehndi Body Art Henna Tattoo Stencil Kit. Author’s collection, purchased from Mr. Fun’s, 2008, Kent, Ohio.


Temporary Henna Stencil Tattoo Kit


Apply tencil sticker of your favorite design


Apply henna paste


Wait 3-4 hours and remove sticker and dried henna paste.


You now have a new tattoo that will last up to 3 weeks depending on how well you maintain your tattoo and your skin type.  Professional Quality and Results.


Some contents may be imported from India and Pakistan. A Deep Product Distributed by Mehndi 


Body Art, Long Beach, Ca. 90808 





� Mehndi Body Art colored henna. Distributed by Mehndi Body Art, Long Beach, Ca. 90808 Author’s collection, purchased from Mr. Fun’s, 2008, Kent, Ohio


“Mehndi Body Art presents Exciting New Henna colors


Brick Red


Sea Green


Golden Yellow


Charcoal Black


Fun, Easy to Use


Last for Days


Comes wiwth color of choice, professional applicator, and information sheet .


Best used with Mehndi Body Art Stencil Kit for cool, easy to apply design. 


Some contents may be imported from India and Pakistan. 





� Amunez. “Amunez Temporary Tattoos - Temporary tattoo paint.” Amunez.com Copyright © 1999. Amunez International. 1999. http://web.archive.org/web/20010605181052/http://www.amunez.com/   (accessed December 15, 2012)


“Amunez Temporary Tattoo paint first came onto the market in late 1997. It was created mainly because, prior to this formula discovery, the only 'temporary' body art products on the market were henna and Mehndi. Both of these products worked quite well, but required laborious preparation of the skin and some careful maintenance afterwards. Besides, the henna and Mehndi products, in a majority of instances, lasted only a few days.





“In late 1997, Amunez International was founded in Australia, taking the name from history records that detailed an Egyptian Priestess of that name who, in the year 2000BC, instructed her inner counsel of servants to decorate her body with the elaborate symbols of the Gods...by way of painting tattoos. 





“After six weeks of research and laboratory experiments, we created a formula that consisted of a chemical paint powder and a catalyst binding solution. When mixed in the correct proportions, and in the correct manner, a smooth black paint resulted. Artists around the world are now recognizing that our finger and body art product is the cheapest in the world on a "per tattoo" basis. 50grams will complete 250 large designs. These fake tattoos, once applied to the skin, look fantastic and realistic and last anywhere between 7days and 6 weeks, depending on skin type. No preparation of the skin is necessary, and there’s no maintenance afterwards. Very simple to make up and apply. Anyone can do it!





�  Tarawa. “The professional black henna powder kit for beginning your own business you need 1 hours times! Tarawa.com.” 1998.  http://web.archive.org/web/19991127091025/http://blackhenna.net/explic_anglais.htm  (December  15, 2012)


THE PROFESSIONAL BLACK HENNA POWDER KIT 





FOR BEGINNING YOUR OWN BUSINESS YOU NEED 1 HOURS TIMES !





YOU SAW THEM ON BEACH IN  BALI, IN EGYPT, SECHELLES,   AUSTRALIA, ECT...





We OFFERS to YOU the SAME PRODUCT OF BLACK TEMPORARY TATTOOING WITHOUT ANY HARMFUL PRODUCT FOR the SKIN .





TARAWA WAS DEVELOPED A NEW PRODUCT REVOLUTIONNAIRE AS REGARDS BLACK TEMPORARY TATTOOING. THIS PRODUCT PRESENT IN THE FORM OF POWDER AND YOU MIXT SIMPLY WITH   WATER MINERALE. ONCE TATTOOING DONE, THE CUSTOMER SHOULD NOT TOUCH THERE DURING 30   MINUTES.





After The 30 Minutes rinse WHITH WATER.le Black Tattooing Will hold On The Skin Of 7 DAYS(garanti) A 15 Days Following The Types Of Skin.





THIS PRODUCED DOES NOT CONTAIN ANY HARMFUL PRODUCT FOR THE SKIN.





� Amazing Body Art Supply. 2000. “Rake In The Cash With One Of Our Amazing Business Kits” � HYPERLINK "http://web.archive.org/web/20000920035909/http://www.amazingbodyart.com/BusKit.htm" ��http://web.archive.org/web/20000920035909/http://www.amazingbodyart.com/BusKit.htm� (accessed December 15, 2012)





“Rake In The Cash With One Of Our Amazing Business Kits





“Start your own henna tattoo business or add henna tattoos to your existing business with the supplies in one of our quick-start amazing Henna Tattoo Business Kits.





“These Kits were created for the non-artist and henna novice. Within 30 minutes after receiving it you'll be making professional henna tattoos Guaranteed!





“The Demand For Henna Tattoos Remains Over-Whelming





“With One Of Our Business Kits You Can Cash In This Very Next Weekend!





“All you need are a few lawn chairs, a card table and crowd of people like at the Flea Market, the Beach, the local Mall, a County Fair, you name it. You'll be amazed at how fast the $20.00 bills will start rolling in.





“Henna Tattoos Sells Itself So There Is No Selling Required.





“With our amazing Business Kits you'll learn what to charge, how to set up and how to instantly create over 600 henna tattoo designs without any artistic talent or drawing experience. A child can do it, it's that fast and easy.





“Get your Business Kit today and tomorrow you'll be making henna tattoos for $10, $20, up to $60 each!





� Black Henna Kits. “NEVER AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC BEFORE!!!!!


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY BLACK HENNA.” Blackhennakits.com. October 4, 2003 


http://web.archive.org/web/20030604023657/http://blackhennakits.com/index.htm  (accessed January 28, 2013)


“NEVER AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC BEFORE!!!!!





“PROFESSIONAL QUALITY BLACK HENNA





“You can do it yourself! No drawing talent needed. We have made it simple. Our black henna kit can make anyone a "do it yourself" professional henna tattoo artist. For less than the cost of one armband or tribal, you can get enough professional black henna to do dozens of beautiful temporary tattoos.





“THE SECRET IS OUT 	





“We are the only source for professional grade black henna that produces realistic super black henna tattoos.





“Our black henna kit gives super jet black temporary tattoos that last up to three weeks and sometimes more.


“Can you color? Can you stay within the lines? Then you can do this. There's ABSOLUTELY NO DRAWING ABILITY NECESSARY.





    	“Get the product professionals henna artists use at fairs, festivals, beaches, concerts, and clubs.


    	You can learn to be a professional henna artist for fun and/or profit





“Until now the kits available in stores and on the Internet were not what the professionals used (None of those kits contained the super black, high grade black henna that henna artists use). You've never been able to get this product from beauty supply houses or even from your local retail stores. It's just not available. In the past, professional henna artists have kept their sources a secret. BUT THE SECRET'S OUT!!! Our professional grade black henna is now being made available to you. You've found the source for true black henna. If you want what the professional henna artists are using at at fairs, beaches, malls, nightclubs, carnivals, arts and craft shows, concerts - THIS IS IT!!! - We can teach you all you need to know to become a "professional" henna tattoo artist.





    	“Stop spending a fortune for black henna tattoos.


   	Don't pay the exorbitant prices that henna artists at malls and concerts are charging.


For less than twenty bucks you can do twenty to thirty black henna tattoos on yourself, your family, your friends or paying customers.





“Don't be fooled by artists and kits that offer regular henna which turns a reddish brown in color. These products are usually hard to make and even harder to apply. Plus, most don't give you a color that shows up well on the skin or lasts very long. Even the black and colored pastes available in stores and on the Internet don't work well. None of them are really super black and none of them last up to three weeks.


OUR BLACK HENNA LASTS UP TO THREE WEEKS!!!





“Can you color? Can you stay within the lines? Our tracing system is truly "foolproof"- Anyone can do it!!!! You don't have to know how to draw. If you know a child who can color, even they could do it. With our tracing system, it's super easy:


You've found the Only Company providing black henna that creates realistic jet black temporary tattoos.





“Now you can purchase professional black henna that's easy to mix(just add bottled water) and even easier to apply. Our powder makes a smooth flowing paste that's fun to work with. Our bottle and metal tips are exactly the same as real henna artists use. You get all the supplies you need. Anyone and everyone can master our system. If you want to consistently do professional temporary tattoos, our black henna kit will teach you how.





“Want to see what a tattoo would look like on your body? Try our super black henna. It's also great entertainment for parties, birthdays, sleepovers, picnics, vacations or just about anytime you want a super black, real looking tattoo. Fool your friends and family.





“Make them think you got a real tattoo.





“You Get:


    	Enough black henna to do dozens of tattoos


 A tracing system that allows you to trace virtually any design and apply it to the skin, then fill with black henna  design pages(armbands, tribals, Chinese symbols, belly buttons, anklets, flowers, suns, animals,etc.)     professional reusable bottle with metal tip just like the henna artists use     detailed, easy to read and understand professional instructions,


   	 plus - alcohol swabs, mixing cup and tool, gloves, cleaning tool, and more.





“Everything you need to start creating professional looking tattoos. Only $19.95 + shipping and handling.





� Amunez International. “Temporary Tattoo Paint Products Price List.” Amunez.com. 1999 http://web.archive.org/web/20001205024800/http://www.amunez.com/Amunez_PriceList.htm (accessed December 15, 2012)


� Black Henna. “BlackHenna.net Temporary tattoo paint in Super Black” blackhenna.net 1998. http://web.archive.org/web/20001004044543/http://blackhenna.net/cgi-local/shop.pl/page=acceuil.html (accessed August 12, 2013)


LEAD FREE:


BLACK HENNA Tattoo Paint Powder has been tested by the Australian Chemistry Centre and was found to contain NO LEAD. (Certificate Reference 97E1240;3.1.1) It should be noted this product, like many others for skin application, may cause allergic reactions to some skin types. Please read the instructions and warnings enclosed with all BLACK HENNA products.


BLACK HENNA PAINT POWDER : henna 50%,ethyl cellulose,carmine,para phenylendiamine,titanium dioxide ,iron oxide.





� FDA.  Inspections, Compliance, Enforcement, and Criminal Investigations. Black Henna Ink, Inc. 14-Aug-06. FDA U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fda.gov/ICECI/EnforcementActions/WarningLetters/2006/ucm076032.htm" ��http://www.fda.gov/ICECI/EnforcementActions/WarningLetters/2006/ucm076032.htm� (accessed November 3, 2013)


Dear Mr. Wells:





This letter concerns your firm's sale and distribution of your product "Super Black Henna Powder" (also referred to on your Internet web site, www.blackhennausa.com, as "Black Henna Tattoo Powder"). According to statements on your website, your product is sold for use as a temporary tattoo; that is, it is intended to temporarily color the skin in a decorative fashion. This product meets the definition of a cosmetic in section 201(i) of the Act because it is intended to be applied to the human body for "cleansing, beautifying, promoting attractiveness, or altering the appearance." This product is in serious violation of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (the Act). You can find the Act and regulations on the FDA website at www.fda.gov.





Your product is adulterated under section 601(e) of the Act [21 U.S.C. 361(e)], in that it is a cosmetic and it bears or contains a color additive that is unsafe within the meaning of section 721(a) of the Act [21 U.S.C. 379e]. Recently, FDA collected a sample of your product. FDA analysis found the product contains approximately 28% of the color additive p-phenylenediamine (PPD). A color additive is deemed to be unsafe within the meaning of section 721(a unless there is in effect, and the additive and its use are in conformity with, a regulation listing the color additive for such use. There is no regulation listing the color additive p-phenyenediamine as safe for use in coloring the skin.





We request that you take prompt action to correct these violations. Failure to properly correct these violations may result in enforcement action without further notice. The Act provides far the seizure of illegal products and injunctions against the manufacturer and/or distributor of illegal products.





Please notify this office in writing within fifteen (15) working days of the receipt of this letter as to the specific steps you have taken to correct the stated violations, including an explanation of each step being taken to identify violations and make corrections to ensure that similar violations will not recur. Include any documentation necessary to show that correction has been achieved. If the corrective action cannot be completed within 15 working days, state the reason for the delay and the time frame within which the corrections will be implemented.





� FDA.  Inspections, Compliance, Enforcement, and Criminal Investigations. Black Henna Ink, Inc. 14-Aug-06. FDA U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fda.gov/ICECI/EnforcementActions/WarningLetters/2006/ucm076032.htm" ��http://www.fda.gov/ICECI/EnforcementActions/WarningLetters/2006/ucm076032.htm� (accessed November 3, 2013)


Dear Mr. Wells:





This letter concerns your firm's sale and distribution of your product "Super Black Henna Powder" (also referred to on your Internet web site, www.blackhennausa.com, as "Black Henna Tattoo Powder"). According to statements on your website, your product is sold for use as a temporary tattoo; that is, it is intended to temporarily color the skin in a decorative fashion. This product meets the definition of a cosmetic in section 201(i) of the Act because it is intended to be applied to the human body for "cleansing, beautifying, promoting attractiveness, or altering the appearance." This product is in serious violation of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (the Act). You can find the Act and regulations on the FDA website at www.fda.gov.





Your product is adulterated under section 601(e) of the Act [21 U.S.C. 361(e)], in that it is a cosmetic and it bears or contains a color additive that is unsafe within the meaning of section 721(a) of the Act [21 U.S.C. 379e]. Recently, FDA collected a sample of your product. FDA analysis found the product contains approximately 28% of the color additive p-phenylenediamine (PPD). A color additive is deemed to be unsafe within the meaning of section 721(a unless there is in effect, and the additive and its use are in conformity with, a regulation listing the color additive for such use. There is no regulation listing the color additive p-phenyenediamine as safe for use in coloring the skin.





We request that you take prompt action to correct these violations. Failure to properly correct these violations may result in enforcement action without further notice. The Act provides far the seizure of illegal products and injunctions against the manufacturer and/or distributor of illegal products.





Please notify this office in writing within fifteen (15) working days of the receipt of this letter as to the specific steps you have taken to correct the stated violations, including an explanation of each step being taken to identify violations and make corrections to ensure that similar violations will not recur. Include any documentation necessary to show that correction has been achieved. If the corrective action cannot be completed within 15 working days, state the reason for the delay and the time frame within which the corrections will be implemented.





� Amunez International. “Temporary Tattoo Paint Products Price List.” Amunez.com. 1999 http://web.archive.org/web/20001205024800/http://www.amunez.com/Amunez_PriceList.htm (accessed December 15, 2012)


� Black Henna. “BlackHenna.net Temporary tattoo paint in Super Black” blackhenna.net 1998. http://web.archive.org/web/20001004044543/http://blackhenna.net/cgi-local/shop.pl/page=acceuil.html (accessed August 12, 2013)


LEAD FREE:


BLACK HENNA Tattoo Paint Powder has been tested by the Australian Chemistry Centre and was found to contain NO LEAD. (Certificate Reference 97E1240;3.1.1) It should be noted this product, like many others for skin application, may cause allergic reactions to some skin types. Please read the instructions and warnings enclosed with all BLACK HENNA products.


BLACK HENNA PAINT POWDER : henna 50%,ethyl cellulose,carmine,para phenylendiamine,titanium dioxide ,iron oxide.





� Ho, S.G. Y., White, I. R., Ryecroft, R. J. G., MacFadden, J. P. 2004. “Allergic contact dermatitis from para-phenylenediamine in Bigen1 powder hair dye.” Contact Points.  Contact Dermatitis.51 Page 93 Blackwell Munksgaard. 


� Ho, S.G. Y., White, I. R., Ryecroft, R. J. G., MacFadden, J. P. 2004. “Allergic contact dermatitis from para-phenylenediamine in Bigen1 powder hair dye.” Contact Points.  Contact Dermatitis.51 Page 93 Blackwell Munksgaard. 


“PPD is a potent allergen mainly encountered in hair dyes. Allergic skin reactions to temporary black henna tattoos, which often contain high concentrations of PPD, are increasingly reported. Cross-sensitization to Disperse Orange 3, among other textile dyes, is also commonly reported. Under European Union (EU) directives, PPD is allowed in hair dyes at a maximum concentration of 6% (i.e. 3%as used by the consumer when mixed with peroxide). Bigen powder hair dye is manufactured by a Japanese company (Hoyu) and distributed in the UK and Southeast Asia. Using high performance liquid chromatography, Brancaccio and colleagues demonstrated that PPD was present in Bigen #59 Oriental black hair colour at a concentration of 12.3%. Such concentrations would be considerably higher than those legally permitted in the EU and would increase the risk of sensitization to PPD were the substance not sufficiently diluted.”





� Tyresteban. Coment, “Henna Tattoo: how to make henna tattoo.” Mar 13, 2008. Accessed December 27, 2012. YouTube. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzZACEbxr64


baardagaampje:


“how is it that your henna is black? is this﻿ whats called black henna or does it come because you put alcohol in it? pls tell me cuz my henna comes out greenish and leaves an orange mark on the skin. also i cant read ingredient[ C ] in the beginning :D pls tell meh.”





tyresteban:


“it's black because i'm using BIGEN henna powder (hair dye)... it is a bit risky﻿ because it has an adverse effect if you are hypersensitive with some of its components ... anyways i heard about that stuff i heard its wrong and stuff but i dont really care﻿.”





� Bajaj, A. K., Dubey, K. S.,  Misra, K.  A simple spectroscopic technique proposed for scanning the


depigmenting potential of azo dyes.  Contact Points. Contact Dermatitis 2004:5188 page 97Blackwell Munksgaard.  


“Black henna, touted to be a herbal product, in fact contains 16–25% of PPD w/w in powder form.”


� Bajaj, A. K., Dubey, K. S.,  Misra, K.  A simple spectroscopic technique proposed for scanning the


depigmenting potential of azo dyes.  Contact Points. Contact Dermatitis 2004:5188 page 97Blackwell Munksgaard.  


“Black henna, touted to be a herbal product, in fact contains 16–25% of PPD w/w in powder form.”


� US Environmental Protection Agency. 2000.  “’p-Phenylenediamine.’ Hazard Summary-Created in April 1992; Revised in January 2000” Technology Transfer Network Air Toxics Web Site. http://www.epa.gov/ttnatw01/hlthef/phenylen.html (accessed December 15, 2012)


� PJ.  “Does anyone know anything about "Henna Stone?” posted to The Henna Page discussion Forum, January 11, 2000, accessed December 15, 2012, http://web.archive.org/web/20010515143352/http://www.hennapage.com/henna/discuss/messages/14177.html


“Someone asked me about something they saw while on vacation in Turkey. They said that they saw several local artists mixing henna powder with finely ground stone which they refer to as "Henna stone" It is very dark and very soft and stains as soon as it comes into contact with the skin. From what they said, the substance is very expensive to buy. They found a market stall in Fetiye where the owner had a small quantity for sale costing (?) sterling for 100 grams. Does anyone here know what this substance could be?”





� Evvie. “Beauty secrets from around the world,” posted to The Long Hair Community Discussion Board.  February 25, 2012, accessed December 15, 2012. http://forums.longhaircommunity.com/archive/index.php/t-88960.html


“The thing you use in Egypt to make henna black is something they call simply "the black stone" (الحجر الاسود read "alHagar aleswed"). According to my mum, you crush it, pour on it hot water and mix, then add to it your henna powder with some lemon juice or brewed black tea. You wait approximately one hour for henna to get ready, cover your hair generously with the mix and leave for around four hours. The stone is a mystery and no one could really explain what it is. They call it "الشنه" (read: elshabbah).”





� Özkaya E, Yazganoglu KD, Arda A, Topkarci Z, Erçag E. 2013. The "henna stone" myth. Indian Journal of Dermatology and Venereal Leprology 79:254-6


� Author’s collection, from private donor, 2010


� Helmy, A. “Arabic Henna Body Art and Tattoo for Wedding Night.” Stylish Eve. 2012.


http://www.stylisheve.com/arabic-henna-body-art-and-tattoo-for-wedding-night/ (accessed December 15, 2012) “But if you want to use black henna you can add black stone dye after being dissolved in hot water to the henna. This will give you a dark black color.





� Özkaya E, Yazganoglu KD, Arda A, Topkarci Z, Erçag E. 2013. The "henna stone" myth. Indian Journal of Dermatology and Venereal Leprology 79:254-6


� Author’s collection, from private donor, 2010


�  Colourstart. April 172012. Don't do a BLACK henna tattoo.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgyrIsP82lk" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgyrIsP82lk� (accessed December 26, 2012)


Valletta in Malta is no different to any other city or sea front with a tourism trade. Black Henna peddlars are seen around the world poisoning children with their illegal cocktail of henna spiked with huge amounts of PPD - although, as you can see in this video, they will deny this of course. Don't let your kids have a black henna tattoo. They'll be scared for life.





� Plunkett, B. “Black Henna Curse Exposed.”  Uploaded to Colourstart April 17, 2012. YouTube. Accessed December 26, 2012. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15C6cPBf5Bs


“Black Henna. Here's a street pedlar I filmed in whilst in Valletta. This child is being exposed to huge amounts of PPD and will almost certainly be sensitised for life. Don't let your kids have a black henna tattoo. The guy thinks he's doing nothing wrong.”





� Ball Beauty Best Original Beauty supply in Los Angeles “Avigal Henna.”  Ballbeauty.com 2012. http://www.ballbeauty.com/hair-care/avigal-henna/  (accessed December 26, 2012)


“… but the true leader of what became known as the "Henna Revolution" was and still is AVIGAL HENNA. New shrubs of the Lawsonia plant were discovered and developed, which gave life to different colors and shade gradations. AVIGAL HENNA took these shrubs and created a whole new look.”





� Cartwright-Jones. C. “Khidab.” Hennapage.com. 2005.  http://www.hennapage.com/henna/encyclopedia/khidab/injuries.html (accessed December 26, 2012)


� elly.  Comment, “Help with black henna temporary tattoo!?” Posted to Open Question, Yahoo! Answers. December 29, 2012. http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20121229105801AAzptHv (accessed December 29, 2012)


	“Help with black henna temporary tattoo!?





“So i just got home from Vegas, and I had a black henna tattoo done. I just now researched it and realized that it couldve contained ppd. I havent had an allergic reaction because I only had it done almost 2 days ago. I didnt ask the vendor about the ingredients because I thought it was harmless because it's just a temporary tattoo.





“first he wiped the area with some type of deodorant, then he applied the black paste. I removed the paste a couple hours later and the tattoo was really really light. when i woke up, it was still kind of light. and when i woke up the next day, the tattoo was finally black. would that mean it doesnt contain ppd since it took so long to darken>??





    	“Lava Lava


Almost certainly jagua, which can take days to fully appear and is more grey-black, not jet black like PPD will be almost immediately. Not henna, but almost never dangerous, it's a temporary stain that's plant based, but contains man made ingredients and is a manufactured substance.





Bad on the artist for lying about the product he put on your skin, but at least it's not likely PPD. Google jagua paste, most common risks with jagua are mild dermatitis or sun sensitivity for those with sensitive skin.”





� Sammi.  Body Art 101 Part Two, Jagua. BellyHops.com.  � HYPERLINK "http://bellyhops.com/performance-perfect/body-art-101-part-2-jagua/" ��http://bellyhops.com/performance-perfect/body-art-101-part-2-jagua/� (accessed December 26, 2012)


“It goes on very much like henna too, in a bottle, applied directly to the skin.  The nice thing about jagua is that it pretty much always comes ready made.  Because it’s the juice of a plant and not a powder like Mehndi, it’s not messy, but it’s fairly easy and straight forward.





“One major drawback is that jagua is expensive.  So is henna, but you don’t have to buy ready-to-use henna and getting a big ol’ bag of powder, freezing it and using it when you need it makes henna very cost effective.  The same can’t be said of jagua.  The cheapest jagua I’ve been able to find is about $30 for 30 ml.  That’s fairly expensive.  So go light on it, maybe try a few henna tattoos before going crazy with the jagua – unless you’ve got money to burn – because yeah.  It’s expensive stuff.  You can find jagua on eBay and Amazon.com, just like with henna.”





� TheBodyArtShop.com.  2007.  Jagua Tattoo Gel Easy Tubes � HYPERLINK "http://www.thebodyartshop.com/section.php?xSec=101" ��http://www.thebodyartshop.com/section.php?xSec=101� (accessed December 26, 2012)


THE EASY SQUEEZY TUBES are here! Create Amazing Jagua Tattoos With No Mess & No Fuss. Easy Tubes are the ideal one coat Jagua Tattoo solution, ideal for getting started and perfect for the mobile body artist! Simply cut or pierce the nozzle and away you go... The soft plastic tube ensures easy product flow and great control, if you can write with a pen, you can use the Easy Tube range. Jagua Tattoo Gel Easy Tube - 10ml Our Price: £10.00





� Henna Sol. Comment, “The good and bad experiences using Jagua?” posted to HennaTribe November 24, 2010, accessed December 26, 2012 � HYPERLINK "http://hennatribe.org/viewtopic.php?t=11437&sid=7285819f627ab87c2edac702dd664921" �http://hennatribe.org/viewtopic.php?t=11437&sid=7285819f627ab87c2edac702dd664921�   


“when i first found jagua, it was wonderful, a dream come true. but over time, fairly rapidly actually (within a half dozen small applications), i became sensitized and had serious allergic rashes from it's use. the rash would normally appear 1-3 days after application, and would last approximately 2 weeks. the rash consisted of small blistery bumps that were red and excessively itchy, to the point of my worrying i may scar myself with scratching even with constant cortisone cream applications to bring the itching to a nearly tolerable level.





“due to my allergic reactions, another vendor worked with me to see if the allergy was an additive or the fruit itself, as we both wanted to know what was up and i still really wanted to be able to use the product. she sent me several samples from different batches and a untouched fruit. i rashed from all of them, even the fruit that i just cut open and put the moisture from it's insides on my skin with a paint brush.





�  The Bridgeman Art Library.  Yemeni infant's face marked with khidab (spelling Allah).  Image ID: BCC 10227.  Private Collection / 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bridgemanart.com/asset/10227/Yemeni-infant%27s-face-marked-with-khidab-spelling" ��http://www.bridgemanart.com/asset/10227/Yemeni-infant%27s-face-marked-with-khidab-spelling� (accessed December 27, 2012)


� Redlick, F., DeKoven, G. N 2007. Allergic contact dermatitis to paraphenylendiamine in hair dye after sensitization from black henna tattoos: a report of 6 cases. Canadian Medical Association. � HYPERLINK "http://www.cmaj.ca/content/176/4/445.full2007" ��http://www.cmaj.ca/content/176/4/445.full2007� (accessed December 26, 2012)


“The cases: Over a 2-year period, 6 women have come to our dermatology clinic with an allergic contact dermatitis to paraphenylendiamine (PPD) from hair dye after being previously sensitized to PPD from black henna tattoos. These patients, 14–38 years and previously healthy, all reported similar stories of developing erythema, edema and pruritus in some combination of their scalp, hairline, eyelids or cheeks, 1–2 days after having their hair dyed. All had previously had at least 1 black henna tattoo; 4 of them also reported having a previous local allergic reaction to a black henna tattoo.





“When patch testing was performed to identify causative allergens, all 6 patients were found to have strong allergic reactions to PPD. Moreover, their skin reacted to other para-dyes, which can cross-react with PPD: specifically, paratoluenediamine, aminophenol and 2-nitro-4-phenylenediamine.





“Black henna tattoos are frequently advertised as “temporary and harmless,” and thus have become a popular and fashionable form of temporary body art for young children and teenagers, especially among travellers and holiday resort guests.





� Lind, M.2005. Dermatitis in Hairdressers as a Problem in Chemical Control. Annals of Occupational Hygiene. � HYPERLINK "http://annhyg.oxfordjournals.org/content/49/6/457.full#xref-ref-1-1" ��http://annhyg.oxfordjournals.org/content/49/6/457.full#xref-ref-1-1� (accessed December 26, 2012)
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